
Watch Log for Webster Lake, Webster, Ma. Eagle Pair 
 
This watch log serves to document the first successful nest activity of the Webster Lake, Ma. eagle pair.  The pair was first 
seen on the lake in 2010 and have made Webster Lake their home since that time.  They built their first nest on Cobble 
Island in Middle Pond in the summer of 2010.  That nest was destroyed by the hurricane that came through late that 
summer.  In 2011, they started building a new nest on Little Island in South Pond.  In the late winter of 2012, it is believed 
that they had laid an egg and started the incubation period.  However, they abandoned the nest when it was buzzed by a 
low flying helicopter.  They only revisited the nest on rare occasions until about December of 2012 when they started to 
visit the nest on a regular basis and spent most of their time bringing in sticks and leaves to expand the nest.  In March of 
2013, it was confirmed that they laid an egg and spent full time incubating it until it hatched around April 11th of 2013.  
Their actions were monitored and on the chick took her first flight on July 4th.  The name Independence seem to be the 
facebook favorite for her. 
 
 
Eagle Watch Log – Section 1 
10/19/2012 - The eagles have been hanging around all morning.  The female spent a couple of hours in a tree on the 
point just to the south of Little Island.  The male is on a branch just above the nest at this moment. 
11/12/2012 - I just came out from looking at the eagle.  It was first in the nest doing repair or building work.  It then jumped 
up on the limb just to the South of the Nest. 
1/19/2013 - I have seen the eagles only on a few occasions over the last few months.  However, this morning, they were 
both at the nest on Little Island in South Pond, and very actively going back and forth and working at the nest.  I watched 
them for near an hour for 7-8am as they tended to the nest.  This represents a major level of activity from anything I have 
seen recently and it looks more like the behavior we saw a year ago before they started nesting. 
One of the eagles was always at the nest while the other was back and forth and looked like it was bring sticks to the 
nest.  The one at the nest looked like the female with the male flying out and back.  The male also often perched at the 
top of the tallest tree on the island located to the south of the nest and near the middle of the island.  He also flew into 
several of the lower branch areas on trees on the island and was hard to spot when in these positions. 
I watched a large white bird that looked like a seagull diving at the nest while the female was there and she just ignored 
him.  The male was keeping a close eye on him but nothing happened and he gave up after a few minutes and flew away. 
1/28/2013 - There were both there.  The female stayed at the nest and seemed to be working on it.  I watched the male fly 
out and back in several times and also watched him fly to different trees.  For a while, he sat on a lower limb on the side 
toward your house.  They were both very active around the nest.  Hopefully, there is something going on. 
02/13/2013 - I watched the eagles for a while this morning as they continue to work on their nest.  They have been seen 
most mornings working on the nest.  I watched the male flying and returning with sizable sticks several times as the 
female worked on the nest.  I noticed some interesting observations including: 

1. They are very cautious and one stands guard looking around a lot while the other works. 
2. The male always flew off in a different direction each time he went for a stick for the nest as if to avoid developing 

a repetitive pattern which could be used by any prey to lay in wait for him. 
3. The eagles seem to be expanding the nest in overall size.  They are building out to the south and it looks like the 

nest has been joined up with another limb on the tree.  They also seem to expanding the height of the nest and I 
will probably not be able to see them when they are sitting on the nest. 

4. The level of constant nest tending does suggest the eagles have a plan for the nest in the near future. 
5. I was surprised at how large the nest was when it was full of snow from the snow storm Nemo.  It looks like is now 

about 4 times the length of the male eagle when he is standing in the nest.  Both now have plenty of room to 
move around and not interfere with each other in the nest. 
 

03/01/2013 - We have been seeing constant activity at the eagles nest on south pond.  This morning, I saw the female at 
the nest and she just seemed to be sitting there and not working on the nest as usual.  I saw the male fly away to a tree 
along the shore.  He sat there a while and then dived into the small cove with open water.  He came out with something 
that looked like it may have been a fish and flew up to the nest with it.  The female then began to move quite a bit as if 
maybe she was eating something. 
  
This caused me to wonder when eagles lay their eggs.  I did some research and the answer is that it depends on where 
they are at.  In the Northeast, the most common time is late March to early April so we should know before long if they are 
going to try to hatch and raise offspring.  They have worked on the nest almost every day for at least the last month and it 
is clearly bigger and deeper than it was last year and given how much time they have spent on the nest, it seems pretty 
likely that they will use it this year. 
3/7/2013 - One of the eagles has been in the nest for most of the day.  It appears to just be sitting and not nest building or 
moving around like they have been.  It is most unusual in that not only is she not moving around much, the fact she is 
there in this wind is highly unusual.  Usually when it is very windy, they leave the nest probably for more weather 
protected areas.  Their nest area is probably safer but it is fairly weather exposed. (I later concluded that this behavior 
change was when the egg(s) were laid. 



3/8/2013 - I think they have started nesting.  Both yesterday and today, one of the eagles were in the nest most of the 
time.  When they did leave, it was only for a couple of minutes at most and at least one of them would return to the nest.  
When at the nest, they are just sitting in the nest and not moving around much and not nest building.   
3/10/2013 - The eagles seem to have their routine down pretty well.  I have read where the one on the nest will call for the 
other to come and take its turn on the nest.  It the early part of the cycle, it seemed like one would leave the nest to go get 
the other one.  Now the one who is not on the nest is usually not far away and I have observed numerous nesting duty 
changes over the last couple weeks.  I have observed about 10 different spots where they often sit when not on the nest.  
I have also seen them both at the nest a couple of times for an extended period.  The nest seems large enough to support 
them both. 
The eagle sitting on the egg is fairly low and often just the head can be seen.  When the second one is there, it usually 
sits on the edge of the nest and is much more visible. 
Starting the first week in April, I will be watching more closely and looking for a change in behavior which would be 
consistent with feeding a young eaglet.   If March 7th or 8th was the time when they laid their egg(s), then sometime after 
April 10th would be the most likely time an egg will hatch. 
3/15/2013 - This morning about 6:30 I checked to see how the eagles faired through the windy night we had.  At 6:55am I 
again observed what I called a shift change.  The second eagle flew up, hovered briefly over the nest and then landed on 
a nearby branch.  The eagle in the nest then got up and flew away and the other eagle hopped down from the branch and 
got into the nest and settled down.  The eagle that flew away circled the nest a couple of times as if to make sure the 
other one took over the nesting duty and then flew away. 
It appeared to me that both mornings I observed their shift change, the one that was in the nest was the larger one which 
we believe is the male and the duties were taken over by the smaller female. 
Scientists say only 40% of young eaglets survive and grow to adult hood.  Other birds preying on the young eaglets are 
among the leading causes of death.  Also falling out of the nest and a failed first flight are some of the other reasons. 
3-27-2013 – 2:10pm – Unrelated to our eagle pair on Webster Lake, I was returning from going to Market Basket (off exit 
4 on 395 in Oxford) and as I was driving east toward 395, I observed an eagle sitting in one of the tall trees on the SE 
corner of the intersection. 
3/28/2013 – 9:00am - Bill Davis from the Mass Wildlife Division stopped by to observe and verify the nesting of our eagle 
pair.  Earlier in the morning, I observed both eagles at the nest and the one that flew in took over nesting duties from the 
other and the other one then left and flew off to the Northwest up over Middle Pond.  The one in the nest was more active 
then I had seen over the last couple weeks and was moving around quite a bit and looked like it was repositioning the 
eggs.  Once it did sit still, it was reaching out with its beak and doing some nest pruning.  This went on for at least 30 
minutes. 
3/29/2013 – 9:20am - The nesting activity continues.  The smaller of the two, believed to be the male eagle, was 
observed flying down the cove toward the state boat ramp and turning back north.  It landed on a tall tree on the point at 
Colonial Park which is much closer to my location then most of their preferred locations.  It was sitting looking to the west 
so I was seeing the back of the eagle.  I noted a small white line that extends along part of its back.  I trained my scope on 
it to try to observe if it was banded.  I was only able to see the upper part of its left leg and was not able to observe a band 
on that part of its left leg.  I am not sure the left leg gets banded all the time but at least in this case, I was not able to see 
a band.  Their normal roosting spots in south pond are usually on the western shore and too far for my scope to make out 
any bands.  The other eagle continued to sit on the nest and moved around more than usual. 
3/29/2013 – 6:00pm –  The eagle in the nest is quiet and not moving around.  It is very observant and keeps moving its 
head to check out the surroundings.  Did not see its mate around. 
3/30/2013 – 6:30am – Observed eagles from 6:30 to 7:30am.  The small eagle(male), was spotted flying around the area 
and then it landed at the nest at 6:42am.  The larger eagle then got out of the nest and jumped up to a nearby limb and 
the smaller one settled down on the nest.  The larger eagle then flew and circled the area around the nest a few times and 
then flew off to the North heading up over Middle Pond and was not spotted again during this period.  Once position on 
the nest, both eagles were fairly still and just sit and kept looking around the area. 
3/30/2013 – 12:35pm – Being the first somewhat weekend, we have had an unusual number of fishing boats out today 
(approximately 12).  The eagle in the nest is keeping a close eye on them but does not seem to be very bothered by them.  
The eagle is sitting still in the nest and is just looking around. 
3/30/2013 – 5:20pm – Nesting eagle is quiet and not moving much.  Was not able to spot the mate anywhere. 
3/31/2013 – 6:20am – Eagle observed sitting quietly on the nest.  Mate not spotted. 
3/31/2013 – 8:25am - Eagle observed sitting quietly on the nest.  Mate not spotted. 
3/31/2013 – 2:10pm - Eagle observed sitting quietly on the nest.  Mate not spotted. 
4/1/2013 – 6:35am – Began watching eagles.  At 6:40am, the small one arrived and landed on a branch near the nest.  
After a brief period, the large one that was on the nest got up and flew off to one of its usual roosting spots on the point 
just to the south west of the island.  The small eagle then jumped down from the branch and took over nesting duties.  
This has been a usual event around this time each morning.  The larger eagle sit on it roosting spot until 6:45am and then 
began to fly around the area making passes up over middle pond as well as south pond.  It was last seen flying northeast 
up over middle pond at about 7:15am while the smaller eagle stayed sitting quietly on the nest. 
4/1/2013 – 9:45am - Eagle observed sitting quietly on the nest.  Mate not spotted.  Based on my observations of their 
nesting behavior, I believe they laid their egg(s) on March 7th or 8th.  Given that date, egg(s) should start hatching around 



April 9th – 11th so the next two weeks is a critical period for the eagles.  Behavior changes would include sitting higher in 
the nest because the eaglets will be larger than the eggs as the adults cuddle them to keep them warm.  Frequent hunting 
trips and returning food to the nest will also represent a major behavior change to watch for.  As the eaglets begin to grow, 
their fluffy gray heads and feathers should also be observable. 
On a separate note, I am in the process of upgrading my telescope to further improve my viewing capabilities.  After much 
research, I have decided to purchase a Yukon 6-100X 100mm.  This scope is under $500 but in field comparisons, the 
experts rated it as better than many $1000-$1500 scopes on clarity, distortion, and it  is rated far superior to the Meade 
ETX-90 I presently have.  It will not compete with the Questar Field Scope but it should be a good step up.  My present 
scope is an older 50x scope and the optics are not as clear as the later models have.  This new scope provides variable 
zoom from 6x to 100x using two ranges (6-25, 25-100).  I am also getting a digital camera adaptor mount for it and hope 
to be able to get some good pictures of the eagles as they progress through their nesting cycle.  I should have it by the 
end of the week but I need to get a T adaptor from my Canon digital SLR before I will be able to take pictures through the 
scope. 
I observed the first swan I have seen this season.  It was alone with no mate.   A pair has been wintering in the small 
ponds along I-395 in Oxford but I have not seen any on our lake until today. 
This past week also saw the return of the muskrats off our shore.   
04/01/2013 – 2:45pm – Eagle observed sitting quietly on the nest.  Mate not located.  In addition to the single swan that 
was seen earlier, a pair has now also arrived and we currently have 3 swans on South Pond. 
04/01/2013 – 3:45pm – A thunder shower moved through the area.  The eagle remained in the nest and did not seem to 
be bothered by the wind, rain, and thunder. 
04/01/2013 – 5:28pm – While observing the eagle sitting on the nest, the second eagle flew in with a good sized fish.  It 
left the fish for the eagle in the nest then left and began flying around the area.  I followed it for about 5 minutes as it flew 
up and down along the south east shore of middle pond.  It was windy but the eagle seemed comfortable as it rode the 
wind currents.  The eagle in the nest seemed happy to get the fish and quickly repositioned itself and began eating the 
fish.  I was almost as if they were practicing for what comes next. 
Sent section 1 earlier ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Eagle Watch Log – Section 2 
04/02/2013 – 6:35am – Observed the male eagle on the nest which is unusual for that time of morning.   
I continued to watch and at 7:10am the female flew up to the nest and the male left.  The female was active on the nest 
for about 10 minutes and was either eating something or doing some nest tending.  As the male left the nest, I got a quick 
view of it legs.  I need additional sightings to be sure but it looked like it had and orange band on it right leg and maybe a 
silver one, but I am less sure of the silver band because the view was only for a very short period as the eagle took flight 
from the nest. I watched the male fly off and went into a tree near the nest lower down.  My view was blocked and I lost 
sight of it.   
At 7:25am, the male was again spotted sitting in a tree not far from the one it landed on earlier and at about the same 
height off the ground.  It hopped from one limb to another, and after a second hop to another limb, I saw a blue bird fly up 
away from where the eagle was to a nearby branch.  The eagle remained on the limb briefly and then flew off and landed 
on the nest.  I suspect it raided the blue birds nest and maybe took the chicks or eggs.  After landing on the nest, it stayed 
briefly and then flew off toward middle pond. 
I have noted a behavior change over the last two days.  The mate seems to be in hunting mode more often when not in 
the nest, I and others have seen them bringing food to the nest, and they are more active when in the nest.  They move 
around more and take longer to settle down.  They also seem to be doing some light nest tending at times.  I am not yet at 
the point where I would say their chicks have started to hatch but clearly, the expectation of the adults is that something is 
soon going to change. 
04/02/2013 – 9:30am – Observed the male making another trip to the nest.  It stayed a short time and then flew off again.  
The female was active while the male was at the nest but stayed on the settled down. 
04/02/2013 – 11:35am – Female observed on the nest.  Windy and cold day - wind chill in the 20s this morning. 
04/02/2012 – 2:50pm – Life flight chopper left the hospital and headed north along I-395.  Checked on status of the 
eagles and observed the female leaving the nest and the male arriving and taking over nesting duties.  The female flew 
away to the south.  The male settled in and is quiet in the nest. 
04/02/2013 – 3:45pm – The eagle on the nest appears to be the male at this time.  Not successful in spotting the female.  
The wind has remained intense all day. 
04/02/2013 – 6:50pm – Observed the female arriving at the nest and took over nesting duties from the male.  The male 
then left the nest and flew away.  The female settled quickly in the nest and sit quietly just looking around.  Very windy 
conditions continue.  Temp reached 37 deg.  Wind chills stayed in the 20s for most of the day. 
04/03/2013 – 6:45am – Observed the female sitting quietly in the nest.  Spotted the male on one of its often used 
perching sites in a tree on the point to the southwest of the nest.  After a couple of minutes, the male began flying and 
was last observed flying along the southern shoreline of middle pond.  High winds have continued – temp 33deg, wind 
chill 18deg.  Peak gust 27mph, current 18mph.  The eagles had a tough night.  Warmer weather forecasted in another 
24hrs. 
04/03/2013 – 9:00am – Observed the male sitting quietly in the nest.  Did not spot female. 



04/03/2013 – 2:00pm – Observed the female sitting on the nest.  I spotted what I think was its mate flying around the 
area.  It looked like an eagle but I could not be sure. 
04/03/2013 – 4:55pm – Observed both eagles at the nest.  The female was sitting on the nest and the male was sitting on 
the edge of the nest.  He was facing away, but it looked like he was feeding the female.  After a couple minutes, he flew 
off and the female turned around and settled in the nest facing into the wind.  The wind had been very gusty today with 
the high gust of 31mph.  The temp reached 41deg and wind chills were in the high 20s to low 30s. 
04/05/2013 – 6:30am – Observed nest from 6:30am to 7:15am.  One eagle that looks like it was probably the female 
eagle was quietly sitting in the nest just looking around.  Mate did not visit the nest during this period and was not able to 
spot the mate in the area.  Low temp overnight was 30deg, now 32deg, wind chill 28deg.  Highest wind gust since 
midnight 17mph, current wind 5mph.  The eagle look much more relaxed in the lower wind and seems to be enjoying the 
morning sun.  The nesting behavior does not suggest that a change has yet taken place in the nest.  The observed 
behavior is very typical of that observed over the last few weeks.  I reviewed the history from my weather station and it 
indicates that the since this cold spell started last Sunday, the coldest temp was 30deg and the coldest wind chill was 20 
deg.  There were a few nights where the temp dropped into the upper 20s but the temp range for most of the nesting 
period has been between 30-55deg.  Note: a detailed history of multiple weather parameters is available in 15 minute 
increments for the entire nesting cycle.  The weather station recording this data is located at my house with line of site of 
the nest.   You can contact me for a copy at: huefneral@gmail.com . 
04/04/2013 – 7:55am – The male returned to the nest.  It did not have a catch.  It sit on the edge of the nest while the 
female continued nesting duties.  After about 3 minutes, the male flew off. 
04/04/2013 – 9:50am – The female seems to be moving around a lot in the nest.  Much more than usual.  I watched until 
about 10:30am.  She turned around multiple times during this period.  She also was doing something that could have 
been feeding actions since she kept putting her head down and short up and down motions were observed.  This also 
occurred several times during this period and it was not always in the same place.  She also got up on the edge of the 
nest at least twice in this period and was doing the same head action from that position.  After about a minute, she would 
get back down in the nest and did the side to side rocking motion to cuddle the nest.  Her head action was not an action of 
her preening herself since the beak motions did not point back toward her body.  It is possible that she was doing some 
nest tending after a very windy few days.  Today is sunny and calm.  Current temp is 38deg with a 6mph wind which is 
normal for this area.  Clearly, she is more active then I have seen her.  It also seems she had assumed 100% of the 
nesting duties and the male has moved into hunting mode.  I cannot be sure but she also seems to be sitting higher in the 
nest than in the past.  It might also be that one of the chicks has started to cut it way out of the egg and this has her more 
active.  She also seems more alert and nervous about her surroundings. 
04/04/2013 – 11:25am – Watched nest for 50min until 12:15pm.  Male has not returned to the nest very often this 
morning.  The female continues to be active in the nest and has repeated her earlier head movements, getting up on the 
edge of the nest, and doing something in the nest.  She rocks to cuddle the nest contents each time she sits back down.  
Her head movement actions could be from her eating something that was brought to the nest earlier. 
Sections 1 & 2 sent earlier ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Eagle Watch Log – Section 3 
04/04/2013 – 4:00pm – Observed eagle sitting in the nest.  It may be the male as it seems smaller than before.  It is also 
sitting lower in the nest then what I was seeing previously.  During the few minutes, I observed the nest, it sat quietly on 
the nest just looking around. 
04/04/2013 – 6:25pm – Observed the female eagle getting up and sitting on the edge of the nest while putting her head 
down into the nest.  Up and down head motions were observed.  This repeated behavior change throughout today 
suggests to me that a chick may have hatched.  This would be sooner than 35 days from March 7th date that I believed 
they started nesting but, the behavior change suggests something has or is happening. 
04/05/2013 – 7:15am – Observed the female eagle sitting quietly on the nest.  The male was seen flying into a nearby 
tree.   Its landing spot could not be seen from my view.  I watched the area for several minutes but was unable to spot it 
again. 
04/05/2013 – 8:25am – Observed both eagles at the nest.  The male was sitting on the rim of the nest.  The female got up 
and moved up to the rim with the male.  Both eagles spent about 30 seconds peering down into the nest.  The male then 
flew away.  The female moved down into the nest, positioned herself, waddled side to side to cuddle the contents of the 
nest, and then sit down and settled down and continued to sit quietly on the nest.  It is difficult to be sure, but she does 
seem to be sitting a little higher in the nest which could indicate that they have one or more eaglets in the nest. 
04/05/2013 – 9:40am – Observed female sitting quietly in the nest.  Did not spot male. 
04/05/2013 – 10:45am – Observed female sitting quietly in the nest.  Did not spot male.  The female is not moving around 
and fussing with the nest like yesterday.  She seems to be staying quiet in the nest more like she had over the last few 
weeks. 
04/05/2013 – 2:30pm – Observed female sitting quietly in the nest.  Did not spot male. 
04/05/2013 – 4:05pm – Observed female sitting quietly in the nest.  Did not spot male. 
04/05/2013 – 5:20pm – Observed female sitting quietly in the nest.  Did not spot male. 
04/06/2013 – 6:40am – Observed female sitting quietly in the nest.  Unable to locate the male.  The eagles had another 
rough night.  Last night was a very windy night with peak gust reaching 29mph.  The temp dropped to 32 degrees from 
41deg at midnight.  
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04/06/2013 – 7:10am – Observed female stand up in the nest.  Her head started performing motions in one location like 
feeding motions.  She also may have been re-arranging the bedding in the nest.  After about 30 seconds, she waddled 
back and forth to cuddle the contents of the nest and then sit down.  After sitting down she reached around a couple of 
times seeming to organize the nest.  This was brief and then she settled down and sat quietly.  This behavior is interesting 
because the 34-35day mark from March 7th-8th when I first observed the eagles nesting vs. nest building would be April 
10th or 11th so it would still be a little early for a chick to be hatched. 
04/06/2013 – 7:25am – Observed male flying up to nest.  The male did not bring anything to the nest.  The female was 
sitting quietly in the nest.  She got up on the edge of the nest and flew away.  The male got down into the nest and took 
over nesting duties and settled quietly on the nest.  I continue to try to confirm leg bands but so far, I have not gotten a 
good enough image to know.  I hope to be able to start getting some pictures through my field scope by early next week 
but the distance is such that it will likely continue to be hard to verify leg bands.  If I am able to capture them on photos, 
certainly the distance will prohibit reading any numbers.   
Sections 1, 2 & 3 sent earlier ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Eagle Watch Log – Section 4 
04/06/2013 – 1:20pm – Observed the eagle sitting quietly in the nest.  I was not able to spot the mate. 
04/06/2013 – 2:35pm – Observed the eagle sitting quietly in the nest.  I was not able to spot the mate.  The wind had 
settled down and is now 8mph which is fairly normal.  It is still gusting on occasion but it is much calmer than this morning.  
The temp is 40 deg with a wind chill of 33 deg with clear skies and sunshine.  Temperatures over night last went down to 
32 degrees with wind chill temps down to 22 deg.   
04/06/2013 – 4:30pm – Observed the eagle sitting quietly in the nest.  I was not able to spot the mate.  The wind had died 
down to 4mph and the temp is reading 44 deg with a wind chill reading of 40 deg in bright sunlight. 
04/06/2013 – 6:05pm – Eagle sitting in the nest.  Mate could not be spotted.  As the earth tilts toward summer causing the 
sun to move further north as it sets, the sun angle is causing a loss of good visibility of the nest during the late afternoon 
and will limit my observations during that time of day. 
04/07/2013 - 6:45am – Eagle sitting quietly in the nest.  Mate not spotted.  Current temp is 29deg.  Overnight low was 
27deg with peak winds of 1mph.  Weather high overcast with sun breaking through. 
04/07/2013 - 8:15am – Eagle sitting quietly in the nest.  Mate not spotted. 
04/07/2013 - 10:55am – Eagle sitting quietly in the nest.  Mate not spotted.     
04/07/2013 - 12:05pm – Eagle sitting quietly in the nest.  Mate not spotted.   
04/07/2013 – 5:20pm – Eagle sitting quietly in the nest.  Mate not spotted.  Current temp is 48 deg.  High temp reached 
53 deg.  Partly cloudy today.  Wind picked up this afternoon.  Highest gust was 26mph at 5:14pm.  A friend located on 
middle pond told me that he had not seen the eagles in two weeks.  They used to be in trees on the islands in front of his 
house a lot so not seeing them at all in the last two weeks is a behavior change on their part.  While I have been reporting 
that I am not spotting the mate of the eagle in the nest, I do believe it is not far away.  I have seen them fly into tree areas 
where I cannot see them but I know they are in there/ because the exit routes are all visible to me. 
04/07/2013 – 6:30pm – Female sitting quietly in the nest.  Male not spotted. 
04/08/2013 – 6:40am – Male sitting quietly in the nest.  Light fog this morning.  Wind is calm.  Temp is 44 deg which was 
the low temp overnight. 
04/08/2013 – 7:00am – Female spotted sitting at the highest tree on Little Island.  At 7:05am, she flew over to the nest 
and took over nest duties from the male.  The male then flew to one of its popular perches on a tree on the point to the 
southwest of the island.  At 7:10am, the male flew off and disappeared.  The female is quiet in the nest. 
04/08/2013 – 8:20am – Female continues to sit quietly in the nest.  Wind is calm and the fog has lifted.  We are 
approaching the window where chicks could happen at any time if they made it through the sometimes very cold spring 
conditions.  April 10-11th is the expected window. 
04/08/2013 – 12:05pm – Female sitting quietly in the nest.  Weather is sunny, 54 deg, with 4mph wind.  I took a couple of 
my first photos with the camera mounted on my scope. 
Sections 1, 2, 3, &4 sent earlier ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Eagle Watch Log – Section 5 
04/09/2013 – 6:40am – Observed the female sitting in the nest. 
04/09/2013 – 7:00am – The female was observed getting up on the rim of the nest and performing head moving actions 
down in the nest.  She then got back in the nest and cuddled the contents.  At 7:05am, the male then flew up to the nest.  
The female got up and left and the male took over nesting duties.  
04/09/2013 – 10:00am – Female sitting quietly in the nest. 
04/09/2013 – 1:00pm – Female sitting quietly in the nest.   
04/09/2013 – 4:00pm – Female sitting quietly in the nest.  Current temp. is 64 deg.  High temp for the day was 67 deg.  
Low temp was 47 deg.  Sunny, but a windy day, with highest gust at 27mph.  Current wind is 5 mph. 
04/10/2013 – 6:38am – Observed both eagles at the nest.  After a brief moment, the female got out of the nest and the 
male took over nesting duties.  The female jumped to a nearby branch and then flew away.  Lowest temp overnight was 
46 deg.  Highest overnight wind was 8 mph.  We have a light rain during the night totaling .13”.  Current temp 48 deg, 
sunny with light clouds, winds calm. 
04/10/2013 – 8:45am – Eagle sitting quietly in the nest.  Today is the first day of the likely hatching window but so far, no 
unusual behavior signs to suggest a change just yet.  Nesting continues. 



04/10/2013 - 9:05am - I observed the female standing up in the nest.  She had something about the size of an earth worm 
hanging out of her beak.  She bent her head down toward the nest.  I then saw a small grayish chick like head come up 
out of the nest toward the item hanging from the female’s beak and the female let go of the item in her beak.  She 
repeated the action a second time but I could not see a chick’s head in that action.  Shortly after she got up and left the 
nest, and flew out of the view of my scope.  Within about 20 seconds, she returned to the nest and settled down in the 
nest.  Antoinette reported that the male was in a tree on her side of the nest, out of my line of sight, until around 9am 
sitting on a branch then flew through the channel into middle pond.  I also noticed smaller birds flying near the nest this 
morning as if to buzz it or take a look.  Smaller birds have been giving the eagles nest lots of distance since they have 
started nesting and this is one of the few times I have seen them come so close to the nest and fly around it.  I have seen 
hawks flying around at much higher altitudes.  Clearly, they saw the eggs as a food source, but the eagles never gave 
than a chance, because there was always one of them on the nest.  I do feel the eagles are going to have to actively 
defend their young ones until they get large enough that the hawks cannot carry them away. 
04/11/2013 – 11:00am – Female sitting in the nest.  She seems to sit with the forward part of her body raised higher than 
the back.  Her back had appeared pretty much level as she sit in the nest vs. this posture which has the front of her body 
higher than the back.  I am also seeing quite a bit more of the dark color feathers on her lower neck and body area vs. 
what I have seen over month. 
04/11/2013 – 11:55am - I just saw the eagles change nesting duties.  The male took over and as the female left, I got a 
view of both her legs.  The distance is limiting being completely sure but I just saw dark feathers and talons and did not 
see a band on either of her legs.  Again, distance limits me from being 100% sure but right now, I would say the female 
has not banding.  I have not gotten any further views of the male but I was pretty sure I saw an orange band on it right leg 
but did not get a chance to see if there was anything on the left leg.  The eagles are showing more activity than in prior 
week’s where they put their heads down into the nest, standing in the nest, moving around, sitting on the rim, looking, and 
reaching down into the nest with their heads.  Current temp is 57 deg, with the wind at 2mph. 
04/10/2013 – 3:00pm – The eagles are active in the nest moving around more than usual.  Gloria observed them from 
Carolyn’s house.  Today’s weather has been sunny all day.  Current temp is 64 deg with 2mph wind.  Gloria also reported 
that from Carolyn’s house with her scope, she was seeing something white and round inside the nest on the north wall of 
the nest.  We are not sure what that might be.  I will try to look for it when I view the nest from that location.  We both have 
noticed that the female is doing a lot of panting in the nest today. 
04/10/2013 – 5:35pm – Female sitting quietly in the nest.  Clouds are moving in and the forecast is for some rain during 
the nighttime hours similar to last night. 
04/11/2013 – 6:40am – Male eagle sitting quietly in the nest.  I spotted the female flying around the area and then she 
landed on a tree further away along the western shore of South Pond.  It rained .12” before midnight to bring the total 
rainfall for yesterday to .25”.  We did not get any rain since midnight.  Overcast with current temp 49deg with 4mph wind.  
Lowest overnight temp was 48 deg with highest wind gust at 12mph. 
04/11/2013 – 7:10am – Male eagle observed standing up and performing feeding actions, pulling food from a catch at the 
side of the nest and putting its head down in the nest at the same location each time.  I was not able to observe a chick.  
This feeding action repeated at about 7:35am. 
04/11/2013 – 8:15am – Female observed flying to the nest.  She sat on the edge of the nest for a few minutes.  The male 
then got up and moved to a branch on my side.  I got a longer look at its legs.  While the overcast weather is limiting the 
light, it looked to me as if the male had an orange band on its left leg.  I was not able to spot a silver band on its right leg 
because the light conditions were not sufficient to tell one way or another.  I previously had thought I saw an orange band 
on it right leg but this was a longer and clearer shot.  Because of the lower light conditions and the far distance I am 
operating over, I still am not completely sure it was a band and I want to get a closer view to verify.  I was not able to 
make any observations on the female because where she stood on the rim of the nest, her feet were hidden behind a 
small branch. 
Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, &5 sent earlier ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Eagle Watch Log – Section 6 
04/11/2013 – 10:15am – Observed both eagles at the nest.  The male was sitting on the rim and the female in the nest.  
After a couple of minutes, the female got up and left the nest.  The male took over nesting duties.  Spotted female 
perched in one of her favorite locations at the top of a tree on the point to the southwest of the nest.  This spot gives her a 
view of the entire south pond. 
04/11/2013 – 2:30pm – Observed the male eagle fly in and relieve the female.  After the male got in the nest, it appeared 
to be performing a feeding action.  It then settled in the nest.  The female flew away and I saw it flying up and down along 
the southern shore of middle pond.  The current temp is 56 deg, it is now partly sunny, and the wind is 4 mph with a peak 
gust today of 14mph at 1:42pm. 
04/11/2013 – 4:40pm – Observed female eagle sitting quietly on the nest.  They seem more active and carry on most of 
the feeding actions in the morning period.  Most afternoon observations have them less active. 
04/12/2013 – 6:40am – Observed male eagle sitting quietly on the nest.  It is overcast with up to 1” of rain in the forecast.  
We have had .04” since midnight.  Highest wind gust 12mph, currently calm.  Current temp 40 deg with lowest overnight 
temp of 38 deg. 
04/12/2013 – 7:10am – Observed both males at the nest.  Had camera setup and was able to get pictures of the female 
taking over nest duties from the male and the male leaving the nest.  I got a sequence of about 15 pictures.  I tried to 



capture a photo of the male in flight but due to the delay in the camera trigger system, he flew out of frame before the 
shutter went off.  I was hoping to start seeing more feeding action than I am seeing.  Most of the action is in the morning 
hours before 9 or 10am. 
04/12/2013 – 8:30am – Antoinette reported seeing the male bring food to the nest just before 8:30am 
04/12/2013 – 10:00am – Went to Antoinette’s house with my equipment to view the eagles.  Because of mist and wind, 
we set the scopes up just inside her slider door to the deck.  Photographed views of the nest and got photos of both at the 
nest.  We got a close-up of the male just before he left the nest and flew up over Middle Pond and out of our sight.  The 
male brought a stick to the nest when he arrived.  Antoinette reported that she saw him bring one earlier after the brought 
the food at 8:30am.  During the roughly 1 hour of viewing, the female was observed standing in the nest with her head 
down.  She was also observed up on the rim of the nest and was going through feeding type motions down in the nest.  
She then settled down in the nest and stopped raising her head to see out over the higher rim of the nest which is built up 
on that (northwest) side of the nest more than the rest of the nest rim. 

 
04/12/2013 – 4:40pm – Because of the rain and foggy haze, I have not been able to make observations this afternoon.  
Winds have remained calm, current temp is 38 deg which it has been most of the day.  .47” of rain has occurred so far 
today with continued light rain at the current time. 
04/12/2013 – 6:25pm – Can see that there is an eagle in the nest but weather conditions do not allow observations of any 
details.   
04/13/2013 – 6:45am – Female eagle sitting on the nest.  Overcast, current temp 36 deg, wind 2mph, high overnight gust 
15mph, .05” of rain since midnight, .9” over the last two days. 
04/13/2013 – 8:00am – Went over to Antoinette’s house to get close-up photos of the eagles.  We were able to get close-
up photos of both eagles but still not able to confirm let banding.  We also observed the eagles trading places in the nest 
and saw them performing feeding type motions. 
04/13/2013 – 3:30pm – Observed female performing feeding type motions.  Current temp is at the high for the day of 51 
deg.  Wind currently 9 mph.  Highest wind for the day was 19 mph at 11:41am.  Mostly overcast today. 
04/14/2013 – 7:50am – Observed female standing in the nest and performing feeding type actions.  She appeared to be 
putting her head down in two different locations as she performed the feeding actions.  I continue to suspect that we 
currently have two chicks. Current temp 41 deg.  Overnight low 37 deg.  Currently calm with max wind since midnight of 2 
mph.  Partly cloudy conditions.  No rain since midnight. 
04/14/2013 – 11:45am – Observed both eagles at the nest.  Both seemed to be performing feeding actions.  After a brief 
time, the male got up out of the nest and the female, which had been sitting on the edge of the nest, got into the nest but 
continued to stand for a period and was performing feeding motions.  The male then flew away and was observed flying 
around over south pond. 
04/15/2012 – 6:50am – Observed both eagles at the nest.  Both were sitting on the rim of the nest.  It looked like the 
female was eating a catch that the male had brought in.  I then saw both eagles performing feeding type movements 
down into the nest with their heads with each targeting different locations in the nest.  After about a minute, the male then 
moved into the nest and cuddled the contents of the nest.  The female flew away.  Current temp is 38 deg, the low for the 
night.  Wind is calm, with 2mph as the high over night.  Slightly overcast and the sun is trying to break through.  No rain 
overnight. 
Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, &6 sent earlier ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Eagle Watch Log – Section 7 
04/15/2013 – 10:30am – Female eagle seen sitting on the rim of the nest, pulling bits of food off a food source and 
reaching down into the nest in a feeding motion.  This action was observed for about 3 minutes.  The female then got 
back down into the nest and settled down sitting quite a bit higher than had been seen in the past. 
04/15/2013 – 2:05pm – Female in nest.  She now sits with the front part of her body much higher. 
04/15/2013 - 4:45pm – Female in nest.  She is sitting again with the front part of her body much higher than the back. 
04/16/2013 – 6:30am – Observed both eagles at the nest.  They changed nesting duties and the male flew to a favorite 
perch on the tip of land just to the south west of the nest. 
04/16/2013 – 7:00am – A crow or hawk landed on a tree near the nest.  A couple of seagulls also started flying around 
the area.  Both eagles got uneasy.  The male left his early perch and flew up and sit on the top of the tallest tree on the 
island nearer the nest.  It picked a position where it could clearly be seen by all other birds in the area.  The crow or hawk 



and the seagulls cleared the area.  A couple of Canada geese flew by and the eagles kept a close eye on them as well.  
The geese circled and landed in the water over near my house. 
04/16/2013 – 7:10am – The male eagle flew to the nest.  Both eagles then sat on the rim of the nest and could be 
observed performing feeding type actions down into the nest.  At 7:14, the female then flew into a nearby tree where I 
could not see her.  A couple of minutes after that, she was seen flying down along the western shore of South Pond and 
out of sight behind the trees on Colonial Park Point.  The current temp is 40 which was also the low for the night.  Winds 
are calm, the skies have a high overcast but the sun is currently shining brightly.  The eagles seem quite a bit more active 
this morning than I have noticed in the past. 
04/16/2013 - 4:00pm – Checked on the nest several times today.  The female seems to be spending most of her time on 
the nest.  She is more active and stands up, moves around, and seems to be performing feeding actions down into the 
nest. 
04/16/2013 – 6:00pm – The female continues to be fairly active on the nest, and appears to be feeding more often. 
04/17/2013 – 1:30pm – Observed the nest multiple times since about 6:45am.  It looks like I have only seen the female in 
the nest.  I did observe both at the nest about 8am but have not been able to spot the second eagle since.  The female 
remains active in the nest and can be see standing, moving around, and performing feeding actions both from a standing 
position in the nest and from sitting on the edge of the nest.  She continues to sit high in the nest and often the front part 
of her body and much higher than the back part.  Current temp is 58 degrees, the high so far for the day.  Lowest 
overnight temp was 51 deg with the highest gust of wind was 17mph at 1:40am.  Current wind is 10 mph, sunny.  We did 
not have any registered amount of rain (needs at least .01” to register) overnight.  I have been watching to see the chicks 
and so far, I have not seen them.  A seagull buzzed the nest at a distance a few times which got the female up in arms.  
The gull cleared the area and the female settle back down in the nest. 
04/17/2013 – 2:00pm – Spotted the male eagle sitting in a tree not far from the nest.  It is sitting about half way down on 
the tree.  That spot give it a clear view of the water but not the air so I would think it is hunting.  It is keeping a close eye 
on the boats. 
04/17/2013 - 2:45pm – Male flew into the nest with a fish.  The fish was fresh and still flopping as the male began to pull 
strips of food from it and started feeding the female.  After a couple of minutes, the male then began feeding actions down 
into the nest.  The female then moved off to a nearby limp and then flew away.  I was not able to spot the female after she 
left the nest. 
04/17/2013 – 7:00pm – Female sitting quietly on the nest.   
04/18/2013 – 7:00pm – Continued normal activity around the nest throughout the day.  The male is seen bring food back 
to the nest more often.  He is spotted sitting at lower tree levels where he has a good view of the water.  He is seen 
hunting more.  High temp for the day was 62 deg, with partly cloudy.  The female was observed moving around quite often 
in the nest.  I have spent time trying to see chicks but so far, I have not been able to spot them. 
04/19/2013 – 9:00am – The female continues to move around a lot in the nest and can be seen performing feeding 
movements more often than in the past.  I also have observed her sitting in different positions in the nest then before 
suggesting that the chicks are growing and taking more space.  The female also moves to the rim of the nest fairly often 
and performs feeding actions down into the nest. 
04/19/2013 – 3:30pm – The female has been observed sitting on the rim of the nest several times throughout the day.  
She is observer performing feeding type motions and her head seems to not go as far down in the nest as was the case 
over the past week.  I have watched closely and cannot yet confirm spotting the chicks.  The male is hunting more and 
seems to be bringing food back to the nest more often. 
04/20/2013 – 10:00am – Stopped raining.  Had .87” of rain overnight.  Low temp was 45 deg.  Highest wind gust at 
3:45am at 26mph.  Female eagle is sitting in the nest. 
04/20/2013 – 1:45pm – Observed both eagles at the nest.  The male was in the nest but got out and briefly flew away and 
returned about 1 minute later.  The female stayed on the rim of the nest but was actively performing feeding motions.  The 
male returned and also joined the feeding action.  The two adult eagles were performing feeding actions in two different 
locations in the nest.  Between 10am and this entry, I checked on the eagles about four times.  Each time, I observed the 
female in the nest standing and performing feeding actions down into the nest.  I continue to try to spot chicks but so far, I 
cannot confirm that I have seen them.  Temp is currently 52 deg.   
04/20/2013 – 5:50pm – The female is increasingly spending more time sitting on the edge of the nest.  She frequently 
looks into the nest and is feeding more often as well.  The temp stayed in the low 50s all day and the winds averaged 
around 10 mph.  Have not yet spotted the chicks heads. 
04/21/2013 – 7:50am – Female sitting quietly on the nest.  Current temp is 37deg.  Low overnight temp was 34 deg.  
Current winds 4mph.  Highest overnight wind gust was 25mph at 1:34am. 
04/21/2013 – 12:20pm – Female sitting to one side in the nest.  I have observed her is this position several times 
recently.  It is as if she has to provide room for the chicks.  I have yet to spot the chicks but the actions of the adults 
certainly suggest there is at least one, if not two there.  Current temp is 44deg.  Current wind is 4mph. 
Sections 1 thru 7 sent earlier ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Eagle Watch Log – Section 8 
04/21/2013 – 4:00pm – Observed female standing on the edge of the nest and tear food off a catch and feeding it down 
into the nest.  The feeding actions have increased from initially just the morning period to most of the day.  I am also 



observing that the adult’s head is not going into the nest as far as it was a week or so ago.  Current temp is 50 deg, 3mph 
wind.  Highest temp for the day was 51 deg. 
04/22/2013 – 7:10am – Female sitting in the nest but to one side.  Unable to spot male in the area.  Current temp 45deg, 
sunny, winds calm.  Low overnight temp 33 deg, with max gust of 9mph. 
04/22/2013 - 5:15pm – Female stayed with the nest all day.  The male was not spotted throughout the day.  She 
continues to spend more time sitting on the edge of the nest looking down in it.  She also has been observed feeding 
several times throughout the day.  So far, chicks have not been spotted.  Current temp 51 deg.  Highest temp was 54 deg.  
Highest wind at 9:44am was 15mph.   
04/23/2013 – 7:30am – Current temp is 38 deg, which is also the low for overnight.  Wind is calm with highest overnight 
gust of 12mph at 6:09am.  Conditions are light fog making viewing the nest impossible from my locations.  Humidity is 
86%. 
04/23/2013 – 7:30pm – Weather remained foggy and drizzled most of the day and while I was able to tell that one of the 
adult eagles was in the nest and could be seen moving around, I could not see enough detail to make further 
observations. 
04/24/2013 – 10:00am – Female has been active on the nest all morning.  She moves around and frequently looks down 
into the nest.  She has also been feeding.  Still not able to spot the chicks.  Current temp is 48 deg, wind is 4mph, sunny 
with very light overcast.  Low overnight was 41 deg with highest wind at 19mph at 4:37am.  Humidity at 81 percent.  The 
male was also at the nest about 8:00am but has not been spotted since. 
04/24/2013 – 7:00pm – Watched nest for a couple hours today.  Saw the female feeding quite often but I was not able to 
spot the chicks.  Some new growth on the tree is interfering with my view somewhat.  The female spend quite a bit of her 
time sitting up on the edge of the nest today.  The temp reached 73 deg and sunny so she was likely letting the chicks get 
some sun and fresh air.  Current wind is 2 mph.  A lot of boats were out enjoying the warm weather and it was the 
warmest day so far.  The eagles were not bothered by the boats. 
04/25/2013 – 7:30am – Female sitting on nest.  Weather was windy overnight with .02” of rain early this morning.  Current 
temp is 48 deg.  Low temp overnight was 47 deg.  Current wind is 15mph.  Highest gust was 28mph at 5:32am.  
04/25/2013 – 10:15am – Chick Observed!  Observed both eagles at the nest.  The male had just arrived.  Shortly 
thereafter, the female got out of the nest and hopped up on to the nearby limb and then flew away.  She flew to one of her 
usual perching places on a tree near the tip of land just to the southwest of the island.  The male was then observed 
feeding.  After a brief period, I observed one chick reaching up as if it was begging for food and the male was feeding it.  I 
observed this one chick three times. 
Sections 1 thru 8 sent earlier ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Eagle Watch Log – Section 9 
04/26/2013 – 7:00am – The eagles are active around the nest this morning.  When one leaves, it seems to be going off to 
hunt.  I have not seen them on any of their perches while away from the nest.  Current temp is 48 deg with no wind.  Low 
overnight temp was 38 deg with highest wind gust at 11mph at 7:45am. 
04/26/2013 – 10:05am – Observed both eagles at the nest.  They spent some time together.  I observed the male placing 
a stick on the edge of the nest.  They seem to be building the southeast side of the nest up some.  The female then left 
and was not spotted in any of its usual places.  The male sat on the rim of the nest and was looking into the nest.  I then 
saw the chick raise up and for the first time, I was able to see it’s full head and neck, and the top half of its body.  It was 
about 20% of the size of the male adult. 
04/26/2013 – 11:50am – Got a call from Antoinette that the male eagle was sitting on an open limb across from her 
house.  I went over with my scope and camera.  I got a lot of pictures but none that I think confirm leg band status.  The 
image does not retain enough detail when blown up to tell for sure.  We were not able to see any bands when viewing 
with the scope.  We were both of the opinion that the male does not have leg bands based on what we were seeing with 
the scope. 
04/27/2013 – 6:50am – We had a lot of fog this morning but it cleared and the sun came out.  Overnight temp dropped to 
36 degrees with max wind gust of 5mph.  Observed both eagles at the nest but not able to see much detail due to fog.  
Shortly after, the female left and flew to one of her favorite perches near the tip of land just to the southwest of the nest.  
She sat there for several minutes.  8 fishing boats in a tournament left the state ramp at high speeds making a lot of noise.  
As some of them got over near where she was perched, she flew away and was last seen flying down into the cove 
toward Harrington Hospital. 
04/27/2013 – 10:15am – Spotted one of the eagles flying up and down along the western side of South Pond.  It seems to 
be keeping an eye on the fishing boats and may be looking for an easy catch.  Antoinette reported that she has not seen 
the eagles on her side this morning.   
04/27/2013 – 12:05pm – Stopped by Antoinette’s house to pick up my scope which I left on Saturday.  Antoinette had not 
seen either of the eagles other then at the nest all morning.  As I was packing up, the female flew up the channel and 
circled and landed on a limb.  I set the scope up on Antoinette’s deck and got an excellent view of the female.  We were 
clearly able to see her right foot and it does not have a band on it.  The limb she was sitting on was sloped and she sat 
with her right leg partially extended and her body was down against the left claw.  This enabled a clear view of the right 
leg but the left leg was hidden.   
So at this time, we do not think the male is banded and we are quite sure the female does not have a band on her right 
leg.   



The female flew and dived to the water as if it was grabbing a fish.  It then flew back to a lower limb near where it was 
sitting before and then after a brief time at that location, it flew up to the nest.  We did not see a fish in its talons. 
04/27/2013 – 2:30pm – Observed the female sitting up on the edge of the nest.  She had her wing spread across the nest 
as if to provide shade for the chick so it could sleep.  Current temp is 62 deg.  Wind is currently calm with max wind so far 
today at 10mph. 
04/28/2013 – 6:00pm – I have not recorded all my viewings today because I did not see anything that has changed. 
04/29/2013 – 6:30pm – Light conditions have not been good for detailed observations.  The female has been at the nest 
constantly.  Have not seen chick and not able to spot the mate while away from the nest.  Gloria has indicated that she 
has seen the chick.  She also got a good look at the male’s right foot and she did not see any bands.  Since the eagles 
have built up my side of the nest, it is harder to see any chicks.  The adults are spending an increased percentage of their 
time sitting up on the rim of the nest.   
Gloria reported seeing the chick starting to feed on its own from food brought to the nest. 
05/01/2013 – 7:15am – Observed the chick by itself in the nest with no adults at the nest.  This is the first time I have 
observed both adults away from the nest since they laid their egg.  Frequent sightings of the chick indicate it is most likely 
that there is only one chick.  The nest has been built up on my side and I have am not getting the views lower in the nest 
that I used to get.  I still have an open view of the rim of the nest but the rim is now higher.  The female returned and was 
seen helping the chick feed.  The chick is growing rapidly and is very active in the nest. 
Sections 1 thru 9 sent earlier ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Eagle Watch Log – Section 10 
05/03/2013 – Frequently saw both eagles at the nest.  The male spent time hunting and was seen several times flying up 
and down south pond. 
05/03/2013 – Gloria got a report that the eagle and an osprey got into a dispute on South Pond today.  They have been 
seen before fighting over a food catch.  I think the eagle takes the catch away from the osprey.  The eagle seems to 
always win these disputes.  I did observe the eagle flying around overhead when there were six fishing boats in sight.  
Last year, a friend of mine reported that he saw the eagle steal a fish out of a fishing boat.  They also watch for the throw 
backs since those fish are often stunned and take a little time before they are able to swim away after being put back. 
05/04/2013 - 7:00am – Male was at the nest.  Female was not around.  The male left the nest and perched on the top of 
the tallest tree on the island not far from the nest.  He was positioned so he could look at the nest.  He stayed in the tree 
from over 30 minutes before returning to the nest.  It was as if the eagle was perched in the highest spot to make sure that 
all other birds saw him.  He spent most of his time looking toward the nest as if to monitor the behavior of the chick to 
make sure the chick stayed still while the adults were away from the nest.  Once he flew back to the nest, he fed the chick 
and then sat on the rim of the nest looking into the nest at the chick. 
05/05/2013 – 6:40am – Observed the female sitting on the edge of the nest, preening her feathers and feeding the chick.  
Since my side of the nest was built up, I do not see the chick as often as I use to.  Antoinette reported that she has been 
seeing them continue to bring sticks to the nest so they continue to enhance the nest while raising the chick.  Food does 
not seem to be an issue.  The female can be seen eating or feeding the chick quite often.  The male is doing a good job of 
keeping food available at the nest.  The weather has been in the high sixties and low seventies during the day with the 
nights in the low 40s.  We have not had rain in over a week and it continues to be very dry.  The next rain possibility is for 
late Wed into Thursday of this coming week. 
05/06/2013 – 10:30am – Antoinette reported hearing the female screaming very loudly and she continued it for over 30 
seconds like she was in distress. 
05/06/2013 – 12:00pm – Observed female sitting on the rim of the nest.  She was mostly looking away from the nest but 
would occasionally turn her head and look down into the nest.  Antoinette saw the male was sitting in a nearby tree on her 
side of the island. 
05/06/2013 - 1:50pm – Observed female sitting down in the nest.  Since they built up the nest, it was hard to see her until 
the flapped a wing.  She is sitting very low in the nest.   I have not seen the chick today but again it would now have to 
raise it head very high for me to see it with the higher rim on the nest. 
05/07/2013 – 9:00am - Whatever the reason for all the screaming by the eagle yesterday morning, all seems well this 
morning.  I observed the chick feeding quite aggressively from the female.  The chick is harder for me to spot both 
because they built my side of the nest up but also the chick’s feathers are now pretty black and it blends in with the 
female’s feathers unless the chick is out to the side of the adult. 
The chick has grown quite a bit and it seems far more co-ordinated in its movements as well.  From what I was able to 
see of the chick, I would estimate that it is now about 1/3rd the size of the female adult. 
05/08/2013 – 8:30pm – Gloria reported a Male Bald Eagle was hunting in North Pond between 7:15 pm and 7:35 pm.   At 
7:35 he got a small mouth bass and flew to a stump in Sucker Brook.  He ate the fish.  It is possible this is the stray eagle 
that was causing distress with the female. 
05/09/2013 – 10:00am – Female observed placing a fairly large branch into the side of the nest facing Carolyn’s house.  
She continues to build up the sides of the nest as the chick grows.  I observed the chick, which is getting larger by the 
day, moving around in the nest.  It now looks to be between 1/3 and ½ the size of the female.  The female spends much 
of her time sitting on the edge of the nest to make room for the growing chick.  Feeding is a much more frequent activity 
these days. 
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05/10/2013 – 8:41am – Observed the female sitting on the side of the nest.  The chick could be seen flapping it wings in 
the nest.  The nest building activities have added significantly to the nest on my side.  The chick can only be seen when it 
is standing or flapping its wings.  Either it or the adults often cannot be seen when they are sitting down in the nest. 
05/11/2013 – 6:50am – Observed female sitting on a branch about 15 ft away from the nest.  Her position gave her a 
clear view of the nest.  The male was not around.  The adults are spending more time of their either on the edge of the 
nest or on nearby limbs.  It may be because the chick is getting more demanding for food and the adults move far enough 
away so they are not constantly bothered by the chick. 
At 7:05am, the female left the nest and flew to one of her popular perch sites on the point of land just to the south west of 
the island.  About 7:10am, the male arrived at the nest with food and fed it to the chick.  At about 7:10am, the male left 
and flew to the same tree on the point that the female was on.  This is the first time I had seen both of them together away 
from the nest. 
At about 7:10am, the female left and flew back to the nest and started feeding the chick with more of the catch the male 
had brought in earlier. 
The male stayed on the point until about 7:20am.  It then flew over to the tall tree at the tip of Colonial Park point and 
stayed there for about 10 minutes.  It spent a lot of its time looking back toward the nest but was also scanning the water 
for a catch.  At 7:35am, it flew from its perch and went down to the water and caught a fish, and flew back to the nest with 
its catch. 
05/12/2013 – 6:00am. – Observed male eagle sitting in a tree at the point of land to the southwest of the island, the 
female was sitting on the edge of the nest.  At 6:24am, the female flew from the nest and perched on a limb near the 
male.  This was the exact same location where they both were sighted yesterday.  Both stayed in this location until 
6:35am when the male flew east toward my house and dived down and grabbed a fish from the water.  The fish looked to 
be about 7-8” long and the male flew to the nest with the fish.  He had to circle a couple of time to gain altitude before he 
was able to land at the nest.  Shortly thereafter, the female returned to the nest.  Within a minute, the male left the nest 
and flew back down to his hunting perch off the point where he was earlier.  He was still that at 7am when I last checked 
and the female was still at the nest.  The female and the chick could be seen eating the catch he brought to the nest.  The 
chick was eating on its own along with the female.  The female was not feeding the chick.  The chick appears to be getting 
more demanding regarding food and the female may have left the nest because there was no food and the chick was 
harassing the female for food. 
We had 1.25” of rain over the last two days and yesterday afternoon, the winds reached 24mph.  The female sit on the 
northwest rim of the nest as if to be shielding the chick from excessive wind.  The temperatures have been ranging from 
the high 60’s to the mid 70’s for the last 4-5 days.  Since the rain moved out, we are seeing cooler weather.  The overnight 
low got down to 40 degrees with a top wind of 13mph.  Current temp is 46 degrees. 
5/13/2013 – 7:55am – Observed both eagles flying around south pond.  They both seemed to be hunting.  One then 
returned to the nest and the other continued to hunt. 
5/14/2013 – 1:50pm – Observed the chick up on the side of the nest while the mother sat on the opposite edge of the 
nest watching the chick.  It provided a good look at the chick.  The feathers are about 2/3rd black and 1/3rd grey.  After a 
couple minutes, the chick moved back down into the nest.  The male was spotted in a tree near the nest, but well below 
the nest.  The position was a good hunting position to see fish. 
5/15/2013 – 12:05pm – The female stayed closer to the chick today.  She was always there when I checked about 10 
times throughout the day.  The male was usually spotted on his hunting perch in a tree on the tip of land to the southwest 
of the island where the nest it. 
5/16/2013 – Today was chick banding day.  Bill Davis from Ma Wildlife came down with his team.  They arrived at 
10:00am.  I had offered my boat to take them out to the island and they accepted.  Equipment was loaded into the boat 
and we headed out to the island where the nest was located and arrived around 10:25am.  The team unpacked the 
equipment and went to work. 
The first step was to use a sling to shoot a line with a small weight packet up the tree targeting a limb as close to the nest 
as possible and heavy enough to support the weight of the climber.  The weight packet was heavy enough to return the 
end of the line back to the ground.  Once the line was in place, a heavier line was connected to the sling line and pulled 
up over the branch and back to the ground.  It was then tied off to a tree to anchor the line for the climber.  The climber 
then attached his harness to the climbing line and began to pull himself up.  When he reached the height where there 
were limbs, he used the limbs to assist his climb up to the nest area.  Once below the nest, he had to move out on a limb 
to clear the edge of the nest and get access to the chick.  He also helped rig a zip line to use to lower and raise the chick.   
The adult female left the nest when the crew started putting the lines in place and she and the male also arrive and the 
two flew around protesting.  They do not attack, just protest.  Their cries were not very loud and sounded a lot like the 
squeal that sea gulls make.  While three of the team worked on setting up the equipment and rigging the lines, the forth 
member performed a search of the ground beneath the nest and recovered the skeletons and dried food discarded by the 
eagles to document the chick’s diet. 
Once at the edge of the nest, the climber reached into the nest and put a bag over the chick.  Once the secured, the bag 
was attached to the zip line and lowered to the ground.  The chick was weighed while still in the bag.  It weighed 7.5lbs 
(Adult males typically weigh 10-12lbs and females weight 14lbs).  Once weighed, the bag was opened and the chick was 
exposed.  The chick was then examined, and felt to be in excellent health.  It was held by one member of the team while 



two others worked on putting the bands on.  The bands are round with clamp ears.  A pop rivet is used to close the clamp.  
The chick was banded with both the silver federal band on its right leg and the orange Ma. State band on its left leg.  The 
state band number is 7 over P (printed vertically).  The chick was felt to be a female by the team because of its size and 
the size of its features like claws and beak.  Contrary to my prior estimate that the chick was about 60% dark feathered 
and 40% gray, the close up view of the chick suggested that the reverse was true.  The chick was estimated to be 
4.5weeks old based on our nesting behavior observations.   The team indicated that age to be the perfect time to band 
them because at that age, they tend not to put up any fight and are very easy to handle.  Our chick was completely calm.  
The team indicated that were it two weeks from now, the chick would be much harder to work with.  The chick can be 
expected to take flight when it is 10 to 11 weeks old so it has about another 5 weeks where it  needs to be fed entirely by 
the adults bring food back to the nest.  Once the chick flies, it will be allowed to come back to the nest when it has learned 
to hunt and feed itself.  At 20-23 weeks of age, the chick will be forced to leave the nest by the adults and go out on its 
own.  When asked if the adults would pick at the bands on the chick, they said that they usually do not bother the bands. 
After the banding process was complete, the chick was put back in the bag and attached to the zip line to return it to the 
nest.  As a token to the eagle family, a very large trout (15”-17” in length), and much larger than the male eagle could 
every carry was also sent up to the nest in a second bag along with the chick.  Before coming down, the climber, helped 
rig a small black line which can be used in the future and will eliminate the need to shoot a line up the tree. 
The climber estimated that the nest is about 1.5ft deep at its center and is bowled up to the rim.  He estimated the nest to 
be 5ft in diameter.  While at the nest, he inspected the nest and found no evidence of any other eggs or babies that did 
not live.  The adults will often bury un-hatched eggs, or babies that die.  The center of the nest was lined with grass and 
feathers estimated to be about 3” thick. 
For me, it was a very moving experience to see a young eagle chick up close and to observe the banding process. 
5/16/2013 – 12:30pm – Observed the female at the nest with the chick. 
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5/17/2013 – 7:25am – The female has been at the nest with the chick since day break.  I have not spotted the male since 
the banding event yesterday.  He probably has taken a mini vacation since the large trout that the banding team left with 
the nest is likely good for a couple day of food for the eagles.  The behavior of the eagles has changed since the banding.  
The female was starting to leave the chick on its own in the nest for periods as long as 45 minutes.  She was never 
perched far away but the chick was starting to learn to be on its own for extended periods.  Since the banding, the female 
has not left the nest.  Regarding the male, he was usually spotted sitting in a hunting perch position on the point of land to 
the southwest of the nest or in one of three or four other hunting perch locations.  I have not spotted him since the 
banding.  It is possible he is spending time on middle pond which he did quite often before the chick hatched. 
5/17/2013 - 1:40pm – I continue to be unsuccessful in spotting the male eagle since the banding event.  The female has 
continued to stay in the nest with the chick and so far I have not seen her leave the nest, but I have yet to find the male 
perched anywhere. 
5/17/2013 – 4:20pm – I happened to be checking on the nest and observed the female move up to their launch branch 
and she flew away but just circled and landed on the top of a tree near the nest.  She was positioned to look down into the 
nest but away from the nest similar to when she started the separation training before.  Maybe the large trout is gone and 
she needed to put some distance between herself and a hungry chick.  Still no sign of the male.  The female seems to be 
calm so she must know where he is. 
5/18/2013 – 7:45am – Ed Wentland reported that he saw the male eagle fly by his house on middle pond at 12:45pm 
yesterday.  This morning, after the fog cleared off, the female was seen sitting on the launch limb next to the nest.  I 
watched for nearly an hour and at 7:45am, I spotted the male approaching the nest from the middle pond area.  It had a 
fish in its claws and landed on the edge of the nest and gave it to the chick.  The female remained perched on the launch 
limb the whole time.  This is the first time I have seen the male since the banding process.  He seems to have moved his 
targeted hunting are back to middle pond where he use to hunt before the chick was hatched. 
5/19/2013 – 6:05am – Female spotted sitting at the top of the tallest tree on the island.  She was positioned to look back 
toward the nest.  She has been spending time out of the nest sitting on nearby branches and seems to be moving further 
away each day.  This is the furthest she has been spotted from the nest since the banding but not as far as her greatest 
distance before the banding.  The chick could be seen alone in the nest.  The chick is starting to flap his wings more often 
and move around the nest more.  Because of the growing size of the chick, it is now easier to see in the nest. The male 
was not located. 
5/19/2013 – 7:40am – The female is in the nest with the chick.  The chick is active.  The male is on his hunting perch in a 
tree on the point to the south west of the island.  This was his usual hunting perch before the banding and this is the first 
time he has been spotted back in that position.  This completes the cycle and the behavior of the adults is back to what it 
was before the banding event.  My take is that the eagles are concluding that the banding was a one-time disruption and 
have once again returned to their prior habits. 
5/20/2013 – 4:40pm – Both eagles were seen in the tree on the tip of land to the southwest of the island.  This is the first 
time the female has been spotted that far from the nest since the banding.  Even before the banding, this location was the 
greatest distance they were both observed away from the nest. 



5/21/2013 – 8:30am –  Too foggy this morning to observe any eagle activity. 
5/22/2013 – 6:30am –  The female flew from the nest and joined the male on a tree at the tip of land to the southwest of 
the island.  The two eagles sat there for an hour which is the longest I have observed them that far from the nest.  The 
male then flew off and the female shortly returned to the nest. 
5/22/2013 – 12:35pm – Observed the female at the nest and the male on a limb nearby.  Earlier, the female was 
observed sitting at the top of the tree above the nest.  The chick can be seen more often since it is getting bigger.  It now 
looks to be about 3/4th the size of the female. 
5/23/2013 – It was foggy and rainy most of the day making it hard to observe details on the eagles.  The female stayed 
near the nest most of the day.  She moves around to different locations but is never very far from the nest and her perch 
locations are never out of sight of the nest.  The chick was observed flapping its wings once, while the female adult was 
perched on a nearby branch.  The chick is getting more active but also seems to have fairly long quiet periods.  At one 
point, both the male and female were observed perched on a tree at the tip of the point of land to the southwest of the 
island.  The perch location has an open view back to the nest and the female increasingly is seen perched there. 
5/24/2013 – The female was observed near the nest each time an observation check was made.  She is not spending 
much time in the nest at this point but is always nearby.  Even when she is at the nest location, she most often perches on 
one of two very nearby branches.  She is starting to spend more time away from the nest but always with a good view of 
the nest.  It appears she may be teaching the chick to be alone in the nest for longer periods.  She is starting to perch 
further away from the nest and it is likely the chick does not know where she is.  Also, she may be starting to share 
hunting duties with the male because she does make short flights away from her perch areas but usually comes back to 
the local nest area very soon after taking off on her brief flights.  I am seeing less of the male but he is seen on occasion 
usually sitting on one his hunting perch spots. 
5/24/8:15am -    Gloria Ricker reported - The male eagle was in North Pond today at 8:15 am.  He was flying SE 
across North Pond coming out of Sucker Brook and heading towards Killdeer Island. 
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5/25/2013 – 7:00am – Observed the female in her perch off the point to the southwest of the island.  It has been rainy and 
foggy all night.  The forecast for today is cold and in the 40’s most of the day with periods of rain. 
05/26/2013 – 6:30pm – Early this morning, I observed the chick sitting on a higher part of the nest.  It was eating 
something that was left for it.  For the first time, I did not see either of the adults around.  Shortly, thereafter, the male was 
spotted flying toward the nest from the middle pond area.  When the chick saw the adult, it began to flap its wings as if to 
copy the adult in flight.  The male had a catch which he brought to the nest. The male stayed at the nest for a couple of 
minutes and then flew away.  While at the nest, I was able to observe the chick and the male standing beside each other.  
The chick is now about 75-80% of the size of the male and it takes more careful viewing to ID the chick vs. the adults.  
About 10 minutes after the male flew in with a catch, the female arrived at the nest.  She stayed briefly and then flew to 
the point southwest of the nest and remained there for about a half hour before returning to a branch near the nest.  The 
weather today was in the 50s, very windy (30mph peak gust) with rain, clouds, and moments of sunshine.  The eagles 
handled it well.   
This evening, I tried taking a video with the Nikon Coolpix P520 that I recently purchased.  When I displayed the video on 
my PC, I discovered the video captured the female sitting on a nearby branch. 
05/27/2013 – 2:15pm – Windy day but clear and sunny in the 50’s.  Highest wind gust was 26mph.  This morning, I saw 
the female by the nest and an eagle sitting on the rim of the nest.  I first thought the one in the nest was the male but on 
closer inspection, it was the chick.  She was flapping her wings, which now have quite a wide span, a lot.  I scanned the 
tree line and found the male on his perch on the tip of land to the southwest of the nest.  The chick is much easier to spot 
now that she has grown and looks like a full sized eagle but also easier to confuse with one of the adults.  I observed the 
male leave his perch and after a few minutes returned to the nest with a catch for the chick.  They chick went to work on 
eating the new catch and the male left and returned to his perch on the southwest tip.  After the male left, the female 
moved to the launch branch right beside the nest.  She seemed to be eating some of the catch that the male brought in. 
 
05/27/2013- 5:20pm – (fm Gloria) Male Bald Eagle came across North Pond out of the West heading East and flew over 
my house, very low.  Made a right turn south over land onto Killdeer Island.  Possible it headed over land toward Reid’s 
cove. 
05/27/2013 – 6:30pm – The eagles seem to have not be disturbed too much from the Memorial Day small boat traffic.  
They were seen leaving and returning to the nest several times during the late afternoon and early evening period. 
05/28/2013 – Rainy and windy most of the day making it difficult to observe the eagle activity.  The male was spotted in 
the tree on the point to the southwest of the island and the female was observed sitting on the tallest tree on the island.  
The chick could be seen moving around in the nest but the weather prevented good observations.   
Ernie Benoit reported that the a neighbor of his reported that the eagle hovered low over a friend’s small dog likely eyeing 
it as a possible meal until it owner shooed the eagle away.  The following is the story as he told it:   
While out exercising, I met a neighbor and she mentioned that her next door neighbor who owns a very small dog was out 
talking with her a few days ago and his dog was running around with no leash about 50 feet away or so.  He heard a 



swish in the air and looked up and there was the eagle eying his dog for a possible meal.  He ran to the dog and waved 
the bird away. 
 
So a few minutes after she told me the story, I was looking towards south pond over the parking lot and said look there is 
the eagle now.  He/she glided over the area about 50 feet off the ground then riding the wind gained some altitude and 
swept back and forth across the area.  I thought wow he/she remembers the little dog and was back checking the place 
out again.  He also reported seeing the eagle hunting over the swamp area that is down at the end of his cove.  He 
reported the eagle made a couple of trips back and forth to that area at about 3pm. 
 
05/29/2013 – 7:05am - It rained just over .6” since midnight.  The male was spotted on his usual perch to the south west.  
The female was not seen for a while.  The chick was standing in the nest and at first appeared to be one of the adults but 
when viewed through the telescope, it was clear it was the chick.  The male was later seen making hunting passes down 
along the western shore of south pond.  He would fly and then return to his hunting perch.  It took about 3 flights before he 
came back with a catch and flew to the nest.  He only stayed in the nest a couple of minutes and then flew back down to 
his hunting perch on the point to the southwest of the island.  Shortly thereafter, the female arrived and sat on a branch 
next to the nest.  The chick could be seen eating the catch.  The female’s behavior is starting to change.  For the last 
couple of days, she has left my view area.  I suspect she is still fairly close by but she clearly is leaving the chick on her 
own much more of the time and traveling further from the nest.  The chick is now of a size where it is probably no longer 
viable prey for many of the birds that might have tried to take it when it was smaller.  It now looks to be about 85% of the 
size of the adult male and maybe 60% of the size of the adult female.  It is so close to the male in size that it now takes a 
careful identification before being able to decide which eagle it is.  Before, the sheer size difference made it easy to know 
which adult.  Now with the chick nearly as big as the male, a more careful ID is needed. 
I also saw the male eagle make a pass over the east side of the lake.  I seldom see him over this way.  Yesterday there 
was a roofing crew replacing a roof on a house near the point of Colonial Park.  While the crew was on the roof, the male 
stayed away from his usual hunting perch which is on the point just across from Colonial Park. 
05/30/2013- 7:00am - Below is an image of the chick on the edge of the nest.  This was taken about 6:55am this morning.  
The adult female is to the right side of the nest.  For the first time, I can confirm that the female was spotted bring a large 
catch back to the nest.  The male was already at the nest eating a prior catch and he was also passing food to the chick.  
The female than arrived with a large catch and all three were at the nest for a few minutes and then the male left.  The 
picture below is a frame from a video clip I took with the Nikon P520.  This was done at full zoom including the 2x digital 
zoom. 
About 5:45am, I saw the male fly in with a catch and then leave and fly to his hunting perch to the southwest.  The female 
was sitting at the top of the tallest tree on the island and she stayed there while the male brought his catch in.  He ripped it 
a part, eating a little, but then left the rest for the chick.  The female watched and after the chick moved away from the 
catch, she flew to the nest and ate.  I have noticed that the female almost always is perched facing the nest regardless of 
wind direction.  The male is almost always perched facing away from the nest toward the open water in a more hunting 
position. 
I again observed a period when neither adult was seen.  That was just before they both came back to the nest with 
catches which suggests that they are moving into the mode of both adults hunting.  The female is still bearing the bulk of 
the nest watching duties. 
I am also seeing the chick starting to perch on the branches that run into the nest.  It is gaining confidence and I saw it 
use the flapping of it wings to stabilize itself on one of its perches.  The place where it is seen in the image below is 
becoming a common perching place for the chick. 
We had 1.51” of rain yesterday with almost 1” of that amount coming down in a ½ hr period between about 9:15pm and 
9:45pm.  The eagles and the nest seems to have survived it without any issues because there was not sign of nest repair 
going on this morning and the eagles seemed to be acting normal and fully comfortable with their environment. 



 
05/31/2013 – 8:00am – The chick was observed perched on the launch branch that runs into the nest.  I refer to this 
branch as the launch because it is the branch that the adults mostly use when they leave the nest.  The chick seems to be 
working herself a little further out on the branch.  She could be seen flapping her wings to either practice or help her 
balance on the branch.  The female adult was perched facing the nest in the tallest tree on the island.  The male flew in 
with a catch.  It stayed a few minutes and seemed to be eating and tearing the catch apart for the chick.  It then flew away 
heading up into Middle Pond.  The chick proceeded to eat and after it was done, the female flew to the nest and began 
eating. 
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05-31-2013 – 3:00 pm – The female is sitting in the nest shading the chick with her wing.  Current temp is 90 degrees 
with 40% humidity.  The female is panting pretty heavily as she sits in the nest. 
06/01/2013 – Very hot day.  The female spent much of her time in the nest shading the chick. 
06/02/2013 – 7:00pm – Spotted the female in her perch on the point to the southwest of the island.  The male was not 
spotted.  The young eagle is active on the nest.  I took a couple photos of her.  She was moving around from one edge of 
the nest to another and each time she was looking down at the ground.  The owners were at the island and that could 
have been what was getting her attention.  She is spending more of her time in the perched position toward the edge of 
the nest and less hidden down in the nest. 
06/03/2013 – 6:53am – It is raining at this time.  Neither adult is in view.  The young eagle is very active in the nest and 
either she is bothered by the rain or she is enjoying the break in the heat which has dropped from the high 80s to the high 
60s.  The rain was brief but heavy and we got .38” since midnight with most of that after 6am this morning.  The young 
eagle spent about 20 minutes up on the edge of the nest and flapped her wings in 4-5 flap bursts about 8 times over that 
20 minute period. 
06/03/2013 – 10am – The female came back and is perching on one of her favorite branches on the north side of the 
nest.  The male was not spotted. 
06/03/2013 – 4:00pm – The female has spent much of the day with the chick at the nest.  She seems to be doing a little 
house cleaning of the nest.  The weather is much more moderate.  After the rain moved out leaving use with .69” of rain 
for the day, the temp is 75 deg with 70% humidity.  The young eagle continues to be active in the nest and is sitting 
perched on the edge of the nest.  Over about 30 minutes of watching her period, she flapped her wings in two bursts with 
about 4 flaps in each burst.  She also now walks around the rim of the nest and seems to be looking out in each direction 
as if she is studying her expanded environment in anticipation of what is to come.  Up to this point, she seemed to treat 
the nest as her entire universe, now she is studying her wider surroundings.  The male has not been seen today but it 
could have brought in food and then left.  In any case, it is not hanging around south pond today. 
06/04/2013 – Today was a much cooler day with low humidity.  The eagles took a break and the chick of on her own 
much of the day.  The female would come and check in on her and stay awhile and then leave.  I could not find either 



adult much of the time throughout the day.  I did observe that as soon as the sun hits the nest about 5:45am, the young 
eagle becomes active and the parents bring it food shortly thereafter.  The young eagle is getting more graceful by the 
day.  It is now virtually the same size as the male and only the color stands them apart. 
06/05/2013 -10:00am - Went to Antoinette’s house to try to get close-ups of the young eagle, but there proved to be too 
many branches in the way so we were not able to get good pics of the chick but we did get some of the best pictures we 
have to date of the two of them. 
 
I have solved the question of the behavior change I noted earlier.  Antoinette said she is now seeing the eagles sitting on 
the branch shown in the shade together on her side of the island almost every morning.  They seemed to be enjoying 
being together again.   
 
I was impressed at the sacrifice they made to raise the chick.  The instinct they have to know everything they need to do 
to be successfully is amazing.   
 
While I had my scope set up on her deck focusing on the nest, the female left the branch(the male stayed) and flew off 
into middle pond.  Within 5 minutes, she came back with a fish in her claws and flew to the nest.  So, she has definitely 
joined in the hunting for food.  We watched her pulling it apart and feeding the chick.  After the chick did not want any 
more, she then began eating for herself.  After a while, she returned to the perch with the male and after maybe 5 minutes 
together, the male flew off and headed up over middle pond.  Within minutes, he returned to the perch and they sat 
together for some time.  The female then flew up and perched near the nest in view of the chick. 
 
We watched them for about 1 hour from 10am to 11am. 
 
06/07/2013 to 06/10 – Not much viewable activity during these days because of the rain and foggy conditions.  Usually 
when making observations, the chick was seen perched in the nest and the female adult was usually in a tree within sight 
of the nest.  What has been noticed is that the adults are spending very little time at the nest.  The female is usually 
spotted not too far away and the male is not seen much except to briefly visit the nest when he brings in food.  The female 
is also bringing food to the nest. 
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Eagle Watch Log – Section 15 
06/11/2013 – (Chick is 61 days old) - Antoinette reported seeing the young eagle lift itself off in the nest doing practice 
flying.  I observed the young eagle out on what I have referred to as the launch limb beside the nest.  As I watched it, 
make a flying hop back into the nest.  I am also seeing the young eagle sitting in the perched position for most of the day 
and it also is flapping it wings quite often. 
06/12/2013 – 1:17pm – (Chick is 62 days old) - It is quite windy today with peak gust of 26mph at 11:30am.  This 
morning, I observed the young eagle practicing flying.  It was facing into the northwest wind and lifting off the nest for brief 
periods.  I watched as it repeated the actions two more times.  She had be doing about 4-5 wing flaps.  This morning, she 
flapped for about 5 seconds as she lifted about a foot above the edge of the nest.  I am guessing that she may fly early.  
She is 62 days old at this point.  I just saw the male adult bring in food and got a good look at the male next to the female 
chick.  The chick is now the same size as the male adult.  Ed Wentland reported that he has been seeing the male eagle 
quite often on Middle Pond hunting.  In the high winds today, the chick was observed huddled down in the nest to protect 
herself from the wind. 
06/13/2013 – (Chick is 63 days old) - The winds are calm this morning.  Storms are forecasted to arrive around noon 
and add up to 3” of rain to the 6” or so of rain we have already had this month.  The chick is very active this morning.  
Mother is sitting on a nearby limb just out of reach of the chick.  The male is not in view.  The chick was observed practice 
flying from the edge of the nest to the launch limb.  It then flies from the launch limb to the opposite rim of the nest which 
is probably about 7 ft in distance. 
06/14/2013 – (Chick is 64 days old) – Heavy rains overnight with 2.01” for the last two days.  The rain stopped around 
10am and it began to clear.  I was able to get a good view of the chick and she looks like she has now lost about 95% of 
the light grey plumage and now has most of her dark feathers. The female was on her perch on the point to the southwest 
and later flew and was not seen.  The chick is now spending most of its time sitting in the perched position on the edge of 
the nest or on the launch limb by the nest.  She continues to exercise her wings and do short “practice flights” in the nest.  
The male was not spotted. 
06/15/2013 – (Chick is 65 days old) – Dry sunny weather forecast for today with high temp of 80 deg.  Humidity dropped 
to 40%.  The adult female spent a couple of hours at the nest this morning.  The male was spotted soaring high overhead 
of the nest area.  The female seemed to be doing some nest tending and later was observed eating and feeding the 
young eagle.  The female then left the nest and the young eagle settled down perched on the rim of the nest.  The chick 
was observed panting quite a bit in the afternoon as the temp reached 80 degrees. 
06/16/2013 – (Chick is 66 days old) – Beautiful morning with calm conditions and 59 degrees heading for the mid 70s 
today.  Observed all 3 eagles at the nest both at 6:30am and again just after 7am.  The female was on a branch next to 
the nest and the young eagle and the male adult were in the nest.  It looked like the male had brought food in and was 
feeding the young eagle and also eating for itself.  I have observed this change in behavior for the adults just in the last 



couple of days.  Normally, both adults have not been at the nest together since the chick was very small.  I am not sure if 
this is signaling a change for the chick.  The chick continues to exercise it practice flights and seems to be getting very 
comfortable and confident in its efforts.  It now regularly moves out on the launch limb and perches.  It will then fly back to 
the opposite side of the nest and now seems to do it with ease. 
06/17/2013 – (Chick is 67 days old) – The winds started out calm are picking up as the morning goes on.  The chick has 
been perched quietly on the edge of the nest most of the morning.  It occasionally flies from one side of the nest to the 
other but is otherwise calm.  The male was spotted about 9:55am bringing a fish to the nest.  He tore it apart and helped 
the chick feed.  He then ate for himself before departing the nest.  The young eagle is approaching the typical 70-77 day 
age window when most eagles take their first flight.  Around 5:30pm, all three eagles were at the nest.  The young eagle 
and the female were eating a catch and the male was perched on the other side of the nest.  The young eagle was being 
fed by the female. 
Sections 1 thru 15 sent earlier ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Eagle Watch Log – Section 16 
06/18/2013 – (Chick is 68 days old) – The young eagle is approaching the typical 70-77 day age window when most 
eagles take their first flight.  Observed the young eagle in the nest flapping its wings and lifting itself off for brief periods.  
Observed the adult female sitting on a couple of new locations near the nest.  These locations are close to the nest but 
seem to have one of the more commonly used launch/landing branches between her perch point and the nest.  It is as if 
she is trying to coax the young eagle out on to the launch limb, which while near the nest, is not part of the nest, as a first 
step to taking flight.  The chick continues to be very active in the nest mostly sitting in the perched position and 
occasionally flapping it wings and doing test flies either from one side of the nest to the other or just flapping its wings and 
briefly lifting itself off the nest.  About 3pm, the female was spotted diving and catching a fish which it took to the nest to 
feed the young eagle. 
06/19/2013 – (Chick is 69 days old) – Not sure what is happening this morning.  The chick has been huddled down in 
the nest all morning and has not been sitting up perching on the edge of the nest as she usually does.  Numerous 
observations were made between 6:00am and 9:00am and the she was down in nest each time.  I do observe an 
occasional wing flap but it is usually one flap only.  The adults have been spotted hovering around the lower middle pond 
area but have not been observed at or near the nest all morning.  About 9:30am, the male brought a fish to the nest.   The 
chick became active and ate aggressively as the male helped it pull bites of food from the catch.  The male then left and 
returned about 9:45am and began eating.  The female has not been spotted this morning.  While the male was at the 
nest, the chick was observed doing practice lift offs and it seemed to be able to lift itself off the nest fairly easily.  It is likely 
to fly in the next few days.  The young eagle’s feathers are beginning to change color.  Its wing are taking on the more 
grayish tint that the adults have and when it lifts its wings, the tail feather section that is normally covered by the wings 
shows a mostly white feather layer with the ends of the feathers being dark.  The chick was observed practice flying and 
was seen maneuvering itself backwards as it came back down to the nest.  That skill had not been observed before but it 
seems like it would be handy to help land on a limb as the ability to move backwards while airborne would help with 
position over a limb to ensure a good landing. 
06-19-2013 – 3:15pm - Today is the day the air boat treats the Milfoil weeds in the lake.  It is very loud.  The female adult 
was sitting very near to the nest as the air boat began the first of two circles it made about the island to treat the weeds in 
that area.  On the first pass, when the boat was directly under the tree with the nest, the female flew.  She circled several 
times and landed on the branch by the nest she was on.  Shortly thereafter, the boat came under the nest area for the 
second time.  This time, the female left and has now been gone for at least an hour and a half.  I was not able to check 
again until 6:00pm.  At that point, the female came back and was at the nest with the chick.   
Observed the female sitting on a branch near the nest as it got dark. 
06/20/2013 – (Chick is 70 days old) – While the chick is now in the typical age window for it first flight, no unusual 
behavior was observed this morning.  The young eagle was alone in the nest from a couple of hours.  At 9am, the female 
was observed at the nest with the young eagle.  The young eagle continues to stretch her wings but not any more 
frequently than she has been doing.   Ed Wentland reported seeing the female on middle pond perched on a tree on one 
of the islands.  He also reported seeing an all black large bird at the site of the old nest.  It was not likely the chick since it 
does not look like she had yet taken flight. 
06/21/2013 – (Chick is 71 days old) – The chick is active in the nest and seems to be looking around more than usual.  
She continues to do practice lifts and jump flies from one side of the nest to the other.  The adult female was on a nearby 
limb earlier this morning but is not currently in sight.  The roofing crew is back today working on the roof of the house on 
Colonial Park Point.  The adults seemed to be staying away the south pond area.  The chick may be under instructions to 
stay put and not try to fly while the roofing crew is around.  This evening, the adult female spent quite a bit of time in the 
nest with the chick. 
 06/22/2013 – (Chick is 72 days old) – Both of the adult eagles were observed making visits to the nest this morning.  At 
least one brought in food for the chick.  The chick has been very active this morning.  She was observed doing practice 
lifts which when on for about 10 seconds at a time.  She is also moving further out on the limbs and at times is perched 
out away from the nest.  Very calm morning with little wind. 
06/23/2013 – (Chick is 73 days old) – The chick continues to be very active.  She is spending a lot of time looking 
around and watching everything.  She looks like she is ready but still not sure of taking her first flight.  The female adult 



was perched in the tallest tree on the island only a short distance from the nest.  The weather is sunny with a light breeze 
and is forecasted to reach 80 degrees.   
06/24/2013 - (Chick is 74 days old) – A warm day with the temperature high of 88 degrees.  The chick has been very 
active today and has been observed doing practice lift offs and short flights from one side of the nest to the other.  She 
looked uncomfortable in the heat and was panting quite a bit.  Yesterday I was successful in modifying a USB cam and 
connecting it to the telescope which allows me to not only view the chick live on a PC screen but it also allows live video 
to be captured and recorded.  The chick is in the 70-77 days of age range when young eagles take their first flight so it 
could happen at any time.  She looks like she wants to go but just needs to work up the nerve to do it.  The chick is now 
quite large and is the size of the adult male.  I have not observed the adults around much today.  It also seems like the 
feeding activity has slowed.  The female was perched on the tallest tree on the island not far from the nest, but left shortly 
after the sun came up and has not been observed since. 
06/25/2013 – (Chick is 75 days old) – The chick has not yet taken her first flight.  Another hot day with lakeside temps 
reaching 88 degrees with a top gust of wind of 14mph.  Recorded video all day of the chick in the nest.  Playback reviews 
shows the chick doing fairly aggressive lift offs several times as well as doing practice flights from one side of the nest to 
the other.   The video also captured one of the adults bring in a fish for the chick, then feeding the chick, and then eating 
for itself.  Only one food delivery was seen in yesterday’s video footage which was started about 7:30am, and again one 
in the morning portion of today’s video which captured video from 5:30am on.  Yesterday’s videos created 14GB of 
footage.  The videos are played back at higher speed watching for special activity in the nest.  The video capture is 
stopped and restarted about every two hours which causes it to save off the active file and create another.  This divides 
the video capture into more manageable sized file clips. 

 
Sections 1 thru 16 sent earlier ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Eagle Watch Log – Section 17 
06/26/2013 – (Chick is 76 days old) - This morning, the chick moved out of the nest and onto one of the limbs above and 
to the right of the nest. The screen shot of the video I captured shows her out on the limb. She stayed there for about 30 
minutes and then returned to the nest. The male then brought in some food and left and a little later the female adult 
arrived and spent about 2 hrs in the nest with the chick. She seems to have decided this is enough for one day. 
A friend reported seeing the chick out on a limb on the north side of the nest yesterday afternoon.  This limb is below the 
limb I mention in the previous paragraph.  It runs straight out from the nest and is easier for the chick to get to.  The lower 
limb is located below the limb where the chick is perched on in the picture below.  From this view, the lower limb is hidden 
behind the tree leaves.  It runs straight out to the right from the nest making it easy to get out on vs. the limb she is on in 
the picture below which took some flight to get up to. 



 
After the female arrived at the nest, she ate but did not intentionally feed the chick.  She made the chick grab for the food.  
It appears she is trying to train the chick to tear its own food off a catch and feed itself.  The chick wants to be fed by the 
adults but when the adults are not there, she will work at eating on her own. 
I definitely think the adults know the time has come for her to fly because their behavior has completely changed.  
Antoinette reported she has seen a complete behavior change and she seldom sees the adults around.  I watched the 
chick most of the day today because it looked like today was going to be “first flight” day and the chick was fed only that 
one time.  I really thought she was going to fly once she was on the higher limb away from the nest but she “chicked out” 
and returned to the nest where she stayed the rest of the day. 
Now that the she is nearly full size, her appetite may have dropped off.  It may also be that the adults want the her to be a 
little hungry so she has incentive to leave the nest, plus it will be easier for her to fly if her stomach is not full of fish.  It 
seemed like once the parents concluded the she was done for the day, they brought her food.  Review of the video 
footage indicates that she was only fed twice yesterday.  It is possible that another feeding took place before the video 
was turned on at 5:30am. 
06/27/2013 – (Chick is 77 days old) – The chick was observed out on the same lower limb, at 5:30am this morning, that 
she was observed sitting on a couple of days ago.  About 6:00am, the adult female brought food to the nest.  The chick 
came in from the limb and was fed by the female.  Shortly after the chick was done eating, the female moved to a branch 
that is above and to the south side of the nest.  The chick returned to the lower limb where she was before and has spent 
about 3 hours sitting out on that limb.  The limb affords her a clear view of the area and that limb has often been used by 
the adults as a launch limb to leave the nest.  The weather is very foggy this morning which is reducing the ability to get 
clear video on the cameras.  I would not think it is good weather for a first flight but then, I am not an eagle.  I was able to 
make a change to the USB webcam mount on the telescope to reduce the magnification a little and widen the field of 
view.  Now the limb and nest can be viewed in the same video frame. 
Sections 1 thru 17 sent earlier ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Eagle Watch Log – Section 18 
06/27/2013 – 6:00pm –  The adult female was observed feeding the young eagle in the nest.  After the chick was done, 
the female ate for herself and then left the nest and flew out of sight.  The chick returned to the limb that it spend much of 
the day perched on. 
06/28/2013 – (Chick is 78 days old) – The chick has been very active this morning.  She was observed performing two 
new behaviors.  First, she was observed out on her favorite launch limb doing practice lift offs which up to now only had 
been done while in the nest.  The second new behavior was that she has started to practice fly from the far side of the 
nest to the launch limb.  In the past, she had only done her practice flying from the launch limb back to the nest.  This 
morning, she was flying from the nest to the launch limb.  These two new behaviors are critical for her to learn to land on a 
limb of her choice and be able to grab the limb as part of landing on a tree limb.  She is also extending the practice time 
which suggests that she is getting her wing muscles built up for full flight.  The weather forecast is calling for a 50% 
chance of rain all day.  We have already had ½” since midnight along with nearly ½” yesterday. 
About 11:30am, the chick again did a short fly up to the higher of the two launch branches on the north side of the nest.  
She sat there until about noon when the male adult brought food to the nest which brought her down from the branch and 
back into the nest.   
The male tore shreds off the catch and fed them to the chick.  When the chick had her fill, the male ate for itself.  After 
eating, it stayed in the nest until about 12:30pm.  During this period, the chick moved out on the lower launch limb on the 
north side of the nest.  She was observed doing some practice flies off that launch branch. 



About 2:00pm, she was observed doing practice lifts in a strong wind that had developed.  On one occasion, she raised 
about 3ft above the nest and quickly settled back into the nest. 
At 3:30pm, she was observed up on the launch branch that runs up away from the south side of the nest.  This was the 
first time she has been seen up on that limb above the nest.  The limb is sloped which would help her develop the skill on 
perching on an uneven surface.  She was still perched on that limb at 4:30pm.  She is taking in the new views and seems 
be enjoying expanding her horizons that she gets from these higher perches. 
06/29/2013 – (Chick is 79 days old) – At 5:30am, she was perched on the high launch limb on the north side of the nest.  
She now moves up to and down from that limb with ease.  She was seen doing practice lifts from this position.  She has 
been practicing change the direction she faces while perched on a limb and uses her wings to help turn the direction she 
faces.  She is now able to do it with ease.  At about 6am, mom did a flyby and landed on the highest tree on the island.  
The chick at first thought it was going to get fed but quickly realized that was not the case.  She then settled down on the 
high launch limb.  About 6:15am, she flew from that limb back into the nest and then moved out on to the lower launch 
limb on the north side of the nest and as of 8:30am, she is still on that limb.  Her behavior has changed a lot over the last 
two days. It is clear that she is taking incremental steps to better prepare herself for life away from the nest.  She is now 
spending her entire day out of the nest perched on one of the several launch limbs.  Yesterday, she only came back into 
the nest to feed and then moved back out on one of the limbs even when one of the adults remained in the nest.  Her 
perch choices on these limbs match those locations that her mother has spent many hours on as she baby sat her in her 
earlier days. 
For the last three days, I have observed from reviewing video footage that the chick is not getting food until late morning 
or early afternoon unless it is fed before 5:30am.  It seems the adults do not bring it food until it makes an effort to fly.  It 
seems once the adults realize that today is not fly day, they then bring food and the chick often settles down after that.  I 
am wondering if the adults want the chick to not have a full stomach or be digesting food while attempting its first flight 
since both the extra weight of a full stomach or her body digesting food would reduce her strength for flight. 
06/30/2013 – (Chick is 80 days old) – She was very active today.  As I have wondered, she is being fed at first light by 
the adults which is now around 5:15am.  She spent almost the entire day perched on the launch limb to the south of the 
nest.  She was fed a couple of times during the day but then returned to the limb even while the adults were still at the 
nest.  She moved much farther out on the limb then before.  She reached the point where the limb was very springy.  She 
seemed to like it because she could practice lift offs without leaving go of the limb.  She did that a lot as the wind came up 
in the early afternoon.  It appeared that she had trouble turning around on the limb to come back.  Not only were there 
small branches in the way, the jump turns she is used to doing did not work because when she would try to jump, the limb 
would spring up with her.  Eventually, a strong gust of wind caught her and she raised up off the limb and the wind blew 
he backwards and she flew backwards and down into the nest.  The adults are not being seen around south pond except 
to bring in food.  Spotters on three sides of the nest are reporting that they do not see the adults anymore. 
Sections 1 thru 18 sent earlier ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Eagle Watch Log – Section 19 
07/01/2013 – (Chick is 81 days old) – Quiet morning.  The weather is a little cooler at a high of 80 degrees.  The chick 
started its morning on the north lower launch limb and then moved to the south launch limb.  It stayed there most of the 
morning.   
At about 11:40am, mother flew in and perched on the high launch limb on the north side of the nest.  The chick remained 
on the south launch limb.  At about 11:45am, dad joined them and landed on a limb just beyond the south launch limb.  
Neither adult brought food but seemed to be telling the chick that it was time for her to make her first flight.  It did not work.  
After a couple of minutes, the chick moved from the south launch limb back to the nest as if to signal its insecurity from 
the pressure being applied by the adults.  It seemed like the adults were trying to tell her to go ahead and fly and that they 
both would be with her.  While I have observed this happening with one of the adults, today was the first time I saw them 
both come without food and sit nearby.  At about noon, the female gave up and flew away.  The male stayed for about 
another 10 minutes then he left.  The chick did not buy it and she stayed on the rim of the nest for more than an hour after 
the adults left before again moving out on the lower north launch limb where she started her morning.  After about 15 
minutes on the north launch limb, she then moved to the south launch limb.   
At about 1:15pm, one of the adult eagles was observed soaring very high above the nest.  The chick was still her south 
launch limb perch at about 2:05pm when the male flew in and perched on the north launch limb.  At 2:15pm, the male flew 
from the north launch limb, circled a couple of times and then dived down to the water and grabbed a fish and flew it up to 
the nest.  The chick instantly came down from the south launch limb to get food.  The male pulled some strips of food off 
for the chick, and at 2:20pm, it left and flew up into the middle pond area.  The male seems to be forcing the chick to learn 
to feed itself as it commonly only stays briefly after bring food and then leaves.  In the past, once the male left, the female 
would usually come and feed the chick and then eat for herself.  Today, that did not happen.  After the male left, the chick 
sat there and looked at the food and kept looking around for mother to come.  Mother did not come and after about 10 
minutes at about 2:35pm, she began to feed herself, tearing bits and strips of food off the catch and eating it.  It took her 
until about 3:00pm, but she got the job done.   
After she was done eating, she flew up and perched on the south launch limb.  She moved around quite a bit, and for a 
while, it looked like she might try to fly, but the heavy rain started about 4:05pm which prompted her to move to the north 
lower launch limb which runs horizontal vs. the south limb which slopes down toward the nest and probably got hard to 
hold on to. 



07/02/2013 – (Chick is 82 days old) – If she keeps this up, her head will be white before she leaves the nest.  Just to 
recap.  Until 9:45am this morning, the adult female had not been back to the nest since leaving yesterday at noon time.  
This is a clear change in behavior since the female usually came and sat on a limb near the nest in the evening hours and 
was often spotted there in the early morning hours.  The male brought food to the nest just after 2pm and left after about 5 
minutes.  No other food was brought in before dark(9:00pm).  It looks like a tough love process is now in place.  The 
adults are definitely not tending to the chick as they have been.  It appears that the pressure is on her to get going.  The 
feeding process has been changed.  Video reviews confirm that the 2pm food delivery by the male was the only food 
brought in yesterday. 
Began observations at 5:00am this morning.  The chick was already up on the south launch limb.  It frequently flapped it 
wings in practice lift off cycles.  No sightings of the adults in the area.  At 6:10am, the male flew in and stayed less than 30 
seconds and left.  If he brought food, it was a very small catch because within 10 minutes of his departure, the chick was 
back up on the south launch limb.  While she was in the nest, it did not look like she was eating.  At 7:20am, the chick 
came down from her south perch and went out on the horizontal lower north launch limb.  She came back to the nest area 
and fed either on yesterday’s leftovers or she decided that mom was again not coming to spoon feed her.  It takes her 
longer to feed but she knows what has to be done and she can be seen gripping the catch with her claw while she pulls 
bits of food out and eats them. 
Over the last two days, I have been following the direction the adults fly as they leave the nest area.  Several times, I have 
followed them over the tree tops and the point they disappear below the tree line lines up with the direction of Goat Island 
from my house.  While the island is behind the tree line from my viewing location, the Goat Island location is consistent 
with the point that they drop below the tree line out of my sight.  I suspect they have perch locations on Goat Island which 
afford them a view of the nest on little island to allow them to keep a long distance eye on things at the nest. 
At 9:45am, the female was observed at the nest with food.  It feed the chick and ate for itself.  After eating, the female 
moved to the high north launch limb.  She stayed perched on that limb until about 1:45pm.  She then moved to the south 
side of the nest and her and the chick picked over the remaining food.  At about 2:00pm, she flew from the nest.  Shortly 
thereafter, the chick moved up onto the south launch limb.   
It seems like the adult female moved back to plan A, the nurturing approach.  She kept the chick company at the nest for 
about 4 hours today in contrast to the roughly 20 minutes for all of yesterday.  Her absence since yesterday did not seem 
lost on the chick.  Most of the time today while the female adult was on the north high launch limb, the chick perched near 
her on the low north launch limb.  The chick spent the afternoon moving from the south launch limb to the lower north 
limb.  While on the north limb, the chick spends most of its time looking up into middle pond toward where Goat Island is.  
The parents are probably in plain sight to entice the chick to fly but alas, she is not interested in that.  She just wants food 
and to be fed by the adults. 
07/03/2013 – (Chick is 83 days old) – At 5:30am, the chick was already up on the upper north launch limb.  This is the 
limb that her mother sat on for 4 hrs yesterday maybe trying to tell her this is the limb to launch from.  It has the most open 
space for a take off toward the south west where the wind has been out of for about the last week.  Maybe the female was 
communicating to the chick to use that limb to launch into the wind. 
At 6:00am, the male brought in some food.  It did not seem large.  The chick stole it from the male and then the male left.  
She spent the next 15 minutes eating it and then moved out on the lower north launch limb.  After 7:30am, she moved 
back up on the upper north launch limb and has been sitting there.  She does practice flaps once in a while but so far, she 
is sitting tight. 
About 10:00am, the chick was up on the upper north launch limb following her mother’s action.  The wind was ideal for a 
flight.  The chick spent time on the limb doing practice liftoffs and spreading her wings to feel the lift the air provided.  As a 
further enticement, both adults circled around for about 15 minutes as if to show the chick how flight works.  The chick 
came very close to taking the leap on several occasions but in the end, she did not go for it. 
Later, she left the north launch limb perch and moved to the south launch limb and stayed there the rest of the afternoon.  
As evening approached, she again moved to the upper north launch limb and was still there well after 8pm. 
Tonight is fireworks night.  I cannot help wondering what that is going to do to the eagles. 
07/04/2013 – (Chick is 84 days old) – The chick does not seem any the worse for wear after the fireworks.  It may be a 
different story for the adults.  So far, they have not been seen around in the first 3 hours after first light.  One of the adults 
was later spotted along the eastern shore of south pond on two occasions though out the morning.  They have almost 
never been seen in this area in the past.  I suspect they moved from Goat Island, their favorite perching location, to the 
eastern shore of south pond to get further away from the fireworks in north pond. 
The chick started her morning on the upper north launch limb.  She moved to the south launch limb for a while but has 
again returned to the upper north limb.  The wind has not yet come up and she is just sitting quietly on the limb.  
At about 8:15am, she appeared to be doing practice lifts in the wind and suddenly just lifted off and the wind blew her to 
the side, and she disappeared out of the video frame.  The take off was not conventional and certainly nothing she had 
seen the parents do, so it is possible that her first flight was unintentional which is not unusual. 
I sent out an email asking people on the interest list to look for her.  Shortly after, I got a call that she had been spotted on 
a tree limb on Bates Point.  She was then seen leaving that perch, flying around the island and coming back to that perch.  
She was squawking quite loudly, most likely call for her parents to bring food.  This observation verifies that not only was 
her first flight a success, she can also take off and land on limbs at will. 



At 2:50pm, the young eagle and the mother landed at the nest.  The mother had food for her.  She stole the food from the 
female and took it to the other side of the nest and ate it.  The mother stayed for about 10 minutes and then left.  The 
young eagle finished eating in about another 5 minutes.  She then went up on the south launch limb and move further out 
than she ever had before.  After sitting out there for about a minute, she dived off the limb and was gone.  This is the limb 
she had spent many days sitting on trying to get the nerve to fly.  It was not the upper north launch limb from which she 
took her first flight. 
Later in the afternoon, the chick returned to the nest and has remained perched up on the south launch limb into the 
evening hours. 
07/05/2013 – (85 days old) – It was interesting to see what would happen this morning.   After the chick returned to the 
nest yesterday, she stayed at the nest overnight.  This morning, she moved from one limb to another fairly often.  At 
6:40am, she flew from the nest and flew around the island and then flew up and landed in a high tree near the end of 
Bates Point.  While I could not see her once she landed in the tree, I do believe that location afforded her a view of the 
nest area as well as a view up toward Goat Island where the adults often hang out.  At about 7:30am, the adult male flew 
to the nest and was observed calling.  Shortly thereafter, he was joined by the adult female.  He had brought food but the 
chick did not return to the nest.  The male left after a few minutes.  The female waited for the chick to return to the nest 
but when it did not, she ate from the catch and then sat in the nest just looking around until 9:10am when she left the nest.  
 
The chick left the nest at 6:40am.  It is highly unusual that she did not rush back to the nest to get the food. 
 
The female adult returned to the nest around 9:40am.  She sat just looking around.  She stayed about a half hour and left.  
The nest has been empty since. 
 
The chick flew in at 11:00 am, spent about 15 minutes eating, she then moved up on the south launch branch and sat for 
10 minutes.  It then moved over to the upper north launch branch and flew away. 
 
At 7:00pm I observed one of the adults flying up to the nest just as I was passing through the channel in my boat on my 
way to middle pond.  Reviewed the video footage afterwards which revealed that the chick had arrived at the nest first 
followed by the male eagle.  The male left the nest after a few minutes.  The chick spent some time eating and then left 
the nest using the lower north launch limb this time.   
The chick now lands and takes off and lands with ease.  It took off from the lower north launch limb without even 
hesitating.  I have found that my monitoring is going to involve more video footage review and less sitting and watching 
the nest through the telescope. 
The nest may be taking on a more specialized role.  If today is any indication, the nest will become a feeding station 
where the adults leave food for the chick and she comes when she wants to eat it.  The eagles may spend the rest of their 
time out and about. 
07/06/2013 – (86 days old) – Last night, after I sent my update for yesterday, the chick delivered one more surprise for 
the day.  At about 8:30pm, she returned to the nest for the evening.   
She stayed at the nest overnight and was sitting looking all around at 5:15am.  At about 5:30am, she left the nest from the 
south launch limb and took off heading to the southwest.  She was gone less than two minutes and returned.  She again 
left the nest at 6:30am. 
 
They clearly know where each other is but they do not seem to have their new routine set yet.  Hopefully we will get to 
see, at least in part, how the adults train her to start hunting.  This morning she seemed to be eating just after her brief 
flight.  On her short 5:30am flight, she may have gone and stolen food from the adults and flew back to the nest to eat it.  
If so, that would be a major step in her learning to look for her own food.  I would think the adults would be very happy 
with her actions if that is what she did.  Since she did not come with an instruction manual, I find it fascinating that the 
adults instinctively know just what steps to take to move her to the next stage in her quest.  At this point the she already 
has improved her odds of long term survival by 50%.  She has made it through the nesting period, and very successfully 
survived her first flight.  We may never know the outcome, but her next major hurdle will be to survive her first winter on 
her own.  If she does that, her chances for long term survival rise significantly.  She will be with us for maybe another 10 
weeks or so and the she will move on probable in the latter part of September. 
 
She is now very graceful when she leaves or arrives at the nest.  When she takes off, she tends to start with a liftoff action 
like she practiced so many times while still nest bound vs. the adults who tend to do a small jump sendoff and then dive to 
gain the speed needed for flight.  Her arrivals to the nest are always from above with a gliding and braking flapping action 
to land.  She usually always comes in and lands on the south launch limb and then jumps down into the nest.  Her aim at 
contacting the limb when she lands is perfect every time and she does not need any last second repositioning for a 
successful landing. 
 
About 12:15pm, the adult male flew into the nest followed about 20 seconds later with the female adult flying into the nest.  
The male left just over 2 minutes later.  The female stayed in the nest for nearly 40 more minutes and then was observed 
picking up some food and leaving the nest with it. 



 
Just before 2:00pm, Linda sent me the following email: 
 
“I just wanted to give you an update on the baby.  She and her mother have been sitting in a tree together for quite a 
while.  They were in the tallest tree that we can see from our side (to your left of the house).  The mother flew away but 
the baby is still there.  She is 1/4 of the way down from the top of the tree.  The fascinating thing is that the mother was 
feeding the baby in the tree.  I assumed that the food would be brought back to the nest but they decided to dine in the 
shade.  I could clearly see the mother ripping off pieces of a fish and feeding them to the baby.  I thought you would be 
happy to know that she has been fed since you may not be able to see this branch from your side.  It was so sweet that 
they were sitting together for so long after their meal. 
Linda” 
 
This confirms my suspicion that the eagles likely were hanging out in a cooler shaded place than the nest offers.  The 
chick flew into the nest at about 4:55pm.  She looked around and stayed less than a minute and then flew away. 
 
As of 8:45pm, the chick is not in the nest.  This may be her first evening spent on a perch of her choice.  I will need to 
review the video tomorrow to be sure that she did not stay in the nest overnight. 
 
07/07/2013 – (87 days old) – A review of the video from last night and the first footage this morning indicates that the 
chick did not spend the night in the nest unless she came after dark and left before first light this morning.   
 
Below is a picture that was taken by a friend of one of our eagle watchers. It was taken on July 1st and it is today, the best 
photo I have seen of the chick.  She is sitting on the south launch limb next to the nest.  She spent days on this limb 
studying the best way to go when she took her first flight.  The wind was out of the southwest for nearly a week and this 
limb was the best choice for flying off in that direction. 
 
 

 
 
Note: I am using the term “about” to define the time of the video events because the video is not time stamped but does 
have a running time marker and I add that to the time of day the file was created to arrive at the approximate time each 
event takes place. 
 
The adult male, followed a couple of seconds later by the chick, arrived at the nest at 5:15am.  The male stayed about 45 
minutes, left and the female arrived about 20 minutes later.  The light was not good enough to tell if the male arrived with 
food but based on the chick feeding, it appeared that food was brought in.  The arrival of the female was met with the 



chick thinking more food had arrived but that did not appear to be the case.  She stayed a few minutes and then left.  The 
chick also left shortly thereafter. 
 
Below is a screen shot from the USB cam of the chick just before she jumped up on the south launch limb and left the 
nest about 6:30am. 
 

 
 
 
Below is a screen shot of the male arriving at the nest with a small catch in his left claw about 9:15am.  The female arrived 
a couple of minutes earlier and was feeding on leftovers in the nest. 
 

 
 
 
 
Shortly after the female left, the male picked up what looks like a parcel of food and left the nest with it.  This is the same 
action that was observed yesterday. I believe they are taking this parcel of food to the chick and feeding her outside the 
nest.  When in the nest, the chick is always having to eat on her own, but as Linda reported yesterday, the chick is being 
fed when on a perch away from the nest.  These two different actions may be intended to encourage the chick to stop 
associating the nest with food.  The male has been making the chick try to eat on her own while the female has been 



more willing to feed her.  The male seems to keep bringing food to the nest and they reduce it to smaller parcels there and 
have now twice been observed taking some food and leaving the nest with it.  The screen shot below shows the male 
getting ready to leave the nest with a parcel of food in his beak. 
 

 
 
At 2:40pm Nancy called and reported that they were sitting on their deck and saw the young eagle fly down the cove 
where the state boat ramp is.  She said they were able to clearly see her dark head and all.  She said the young eagle 
was being taunted by two small birds while it flew.  They then watched her dive down to the water, grab a small fish, and 
then fly down over the swamp area at the bottom end of the cove and into the trees near where the old marina used to be 
in that area.  This represents the first report of the young eagle actually hunting for herself.  This achievement puts her 
back on schedule and catches up on the extra week she took to leave nest. 
I fully expect not to capture many of her actions as they will mostly happen away from the nest.  Spotter reports on her 
from any observers would be welcome.  You can send them to my email address:  HuefnerAL@gmail.com  
07/08/2013 – (88 days old) – The chick did not stay in the nest overnight.  I have not seen her this morning but will need 
to review the video to see if she made any short visits to the nest which she is doing more often.  About 7:30am, I spotted 
the two adults flying down along the western shore of south pond and the along the southern shore of middle pond.  They 
may have been hunting or flying around to locate the chick.  It is likely that their very keen eyesight makes it easy for them 
to locate each other.   
As the chick becomes more self sufficient, the bond between the adults and the chick will weaken over the next 8-10 
weeks, (20-23 weeks of age), and around mid September, she will head out on her own.  She will spend the next 2-3 
years traveling around scouting out possible territories for herself.  After 2-3 years, she will seek out a mate and they will 
establish a territory for themselves and begin building a nest.  The feathers on her head will not become all white until she 
is mature at the age of about 4 years.  She will lay her first eggs when she is 4 to 5 years old and can live to age 30 or 
more.  She will mate for life unless her mate dies, in which case she will take a new mate.  She will typically lay one egg 
her first year, with 2-3 eggs being more typical after the first year.  She will weigh 14-16 lbs with her mate weighing about 
10-12 lbs.  Eagles can carry about 4 lbs of catch.  Young eagles, especially females have been found more than 1000 
miles from where they were born.  She has been banded by Mass Wildlife and carries a silver federal band on her right 
leg and the orange Mass band with the number 7 over P on her left leg. 
Review of the video footage shows that the chick flew into the nest around 7:15am.  She appeared to check for food and 
not finding any, left the nest.  Just after 7:30am, the male arrived at the nest.  He was only there about 1 minute and left.  
About 2 minutes after the male left, the young eagle flew in.  The male must have brought food because she stayed about 
30 minutes and spent most of that time pulling food from a catch and eating.  She then left, was gone about 5 minutes and 
then returned.  She stayed just a few minutes and left.  This time she launched directly from the side of the nest and did 
not bother moving up onto one of the launch limbs.  At one point during the eating cycle, she was observed taking a 
parcel of food and jumping up on the south launch limb and eating it while perched on the limb.  She then jumped back 
down into the nest and ate some more food. 
 
8:00am - The following sequence took place: 
8:00am – The chick arrived at the nest and started eating 
8:12am – The chick left after eating 
8:15am – The male flew into the nest   
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8:19am – The female joined the male in the nest 
8:20am – The Male Left 
8:20am – Right after male left, the chick arrived at the nest 
8:21am – The female left 
8:31am – Chick left after eating 
 
I am starting to observe a pattern of behavior at the nest.  The adults seem to be reducing the time they spend with the 
chick at the nest.  That behavior may be designed to encourage the chick to reduce her affinity for and identity with the 
nest.  The nest is fast becoming little more than a drop box for food.  On a couple of occasions, the adults have been 
observed taking a parcel of food from the nest and flying away with it in their beak.  The chick seems to be getting the 
message.  She usually waits until the adults leave the nest before coming in to eat.  If she does come in while they are 
there, they immediately leave.  When she is done eating, she is no longer perching on limbs by the nest as she did before 
she started flying.  Almost all of her time at the nest is now spent eating. When she is done eating, she leaves and may be 
perching near the adults.  I am not sure where they spend their time while away from nest.  I am not seeing them on south 
pond. 
 
2:33pm - The chick flew in, sat and looked around for 3 minutes and left at 2:36pm without eating. 
 
3:30pm to 4:00pm – I spent about a half hour scanning the horizon and trees using binoculars but did not spot any of the 
eagles. 
 
Antoinette reported that the male and the chick have spent much of the afternoon perched on a limb on her side of the 
island. 
 
4:07pm – The chick arrived at the nest.  It picked over some of the food remains for a few minutes and then left the nest 
at 4:13pm. 
 
4:15pm – The male lands in the nest.  It appeared to have brought food.  5 seconds later, the chick lands in the nest as 
well and runs across the nest toward the male.  The chick’s aggression caused the male to jump away and move out on 
the lower north launch limb.  The chick stole the catch and ran to the south side of the nest and started eating it.  The 
male just sit and looked around and watched the chick eat.  The chick must have been hungry because the 8am morning 
feeding seemed to be done it two sessions where it looked like the fresh food was served in the second session which 
lasted only 9 minutes.  This 4:15pm feeding session lasted nearly 30 minutes which is more consistent with past eating 
durations. 
 
4:40pm – The chick moved over toward the male and that caused the male to leave the nest area. 
 
4:41pm – The chick moved back to the south side of the nest and left the nest launching directly for the side of the nest. 
 
07/09/2013 – (89 days old) –  I received the following reports from other eagle watchers in response to my 7-08-2013 log 
report: 
Antoinette reported that, on 7/8/2013, the male and the chick have spent much of the afternoon perched on a limb on her 
side of the island. 
 
Linda sent the following report regarding 7/8/2013: 
“I wanted to give you an update on where the chick hangs out when you can't see her.  When I got home from work at 
5:30, the chick and her mother were in the tallest tree on my side of the island. It is the same tree that they dined in two 
days ago.  This has always been a favorite tree for the mother and father to sit in going back a long time.  I took pictures 
of them together last year in the same tree. Before April the pair would sit on this same branch together on a daily basis. 
 It has now become the chick's favorite spot.  I just looked out and the mother flew away but the chick is still there.”  - 
Linda 
 
Ernie reported: “I saw either the male or female adult on the top of a pine tree just south of the nest about 50 to 100feet.  
The adult bird was on the top of the tree and you may not have been able to see it as it was behind a branch in the tree as 
seen from your house.  This was about 2:00 PM today July 8th.  It is the first time I have not seen any of the eagles from 
my deck in 5 days or so.” 
 
07-09-2013 - 5:34am – It shaped up to be a very busy morning at the nest.  The chick arrived at the nest at 5:34am.  It 
picked on the left over food at the nest. 
 



5:50am – The male arrived with food.  It stayed 3 minutes and left.  The chick grabbed the catch and moved to the 
opposite side of the nest and started eating the catch.  She finished eating about 6:30am and jumped up on the south 
launch limb. 
 
6:48am – The female arrived and started to eat.  The chick seemed to not like that idea and jumped down into the nest 
and began pulling the food away from the female.  The female continued to try to eat but the chick did not want to share 
the food and kept pestering the female.  The chick could not have been hungry because she ate a lot over the morning 
hours.  She may still want to be fed by the adults, but this morning neither the male or female was willing to feed her.  
They likely want her to start eating entirely on her own at this point without food being torn off the catch by one of the 
adults.  The adults are still bringing her food but it appears they are not long helping feeding her. 
 
7:17am – The female left the nest.  As soon as the female left, the chick moved to the upper north launch limb and sit 
there until 9:18am and then she left the nest. 
 
10:22am – The female arrived at the nest followed by the chick 6 seconds later.  The female tried to eat but again the 
chick kept pestering her and at 10:32am, the female left the nest but returned 1 minute later.  She again tried to eat but 
was constantly bothered by the chick and at 10:47am, after several tries at eating, she left the nest at 10:47am. 
 
11:15am – After the female adult left the chick moved to the north limb where she perched for about 30 minutes and then 
she flies away at 11:15am. 
 
11:27am – The female again arrives at the nest and this time is not joined by the chick and is able to eat in peace.  At 
11:36am, she finished eating and flies away. 
 
1:28pm – The male arrived at the nest with a catch.  He started eating it immediately. 
 
1:39pm – The female arrived.  She joined the male and both ate. 
 
1:44pm – The female left the nest followed by the male 1 minute later. 
 
4:05pm – The chick arrived at the nest.  She did not eat.  She just sat and looked around and left the nest after staying 5 
minutes. 
 
5:35pm – The female adult arrives at the nest.  She pulls strips off the catch and then carries the catch to the other side of 
the nest.  At 5:37pm, the chick arrives at the nest and goes after the catch.  The adult kept eating but as the chick got 
more aggressive for the food, the adult stopped eating and moved out to the north launch limb and flew off.  The chick 
continued to eat.  After it was done eating, it just perched in the nest looking around until 6:30pm when it left the nest. 
 
6:14pm – I received the following email from Nick: 
 
“Just got back from a boat ride from South pond up through Middle then back. Didn't see the eagles on the way up (4:15 
or so), but on the way back, about 5:30, we first saw the eaglet starting on the NNE corner of the island, make a couple of 
loops counter clockwise over the nest, then back around, each time, landing about 20 ft. down in a tall tree there ( right 
above "the playhouse") on that corner.  Then we noticed one of the adults (possibly the male, since it looked no bigger 
than the eaglet) sitting on the very top of the same tree.  You might have been able to see it, but it was on the other side 
of the island from you.  For 10 minutes or so, we watched the adult sit there serenely, while the eaglet flapped around in 
the same tree, 20 feet lower, waving its wings and moving around within the tree.  One of the birds was also screeching 
occasionally.  We think it was the eaglet because the adult was so still, but we couldn't really see the eaglet all the time. 
 Finally, we left and went home.” – Nick 
 
7:00pm – Any additional actions after 7:00pm will be included in the next report. 
 
07/10/2013 – (90 days old) – Just after closing off the log last night, at 7:04pm, the female adult arrived with food.  The 
chick tried to steal the catch but mom said not so fast.  She pulled it apart and left the chick take one piece while she ate 
from the second piece. 
 
The female adult left at 7:18pm followed by the chick about 2 minutes later.  No further activity was observed before dark 
 
I have been noting the behaviors and times of activity around the nest thinking that a common pattern would emerge like 
was the case before the young eagle began flying.  It now seems the young eagle is defining what happens and so far 
she continues to show her independence.  One small change in behavior I have noticed is that before the young eagle 



took her first flight, the adults seemed to be teaching her to be aggressive with food.  Now they are resisting her 
aggression for food at least at the nest. 
 
This morning was foggy which reduced video quality but the chick was observed in the nest at 5:34am. Because of 
visibility, her arrive time could not be determined.  The male adult arrived at 5:38am with food.  The male left the chick 
have some food but would not let the chick steal the catch.  They both ate until 6:00am.  At that point, the young eagle 
gave up on being able to take the food from dad, and moved up to the north launch branch.  Dad continued to eat until 
6:08am.  He flew from the nest to the southeast.   
 
The chick then moved back to the nest and began eating.  She left the nest at 6:31am. 
 
At 6:34am, mom arrived and began eating.  The male arrived 6:42am but stayed only a few seconds and flew off again.  
About 10 seconds later, the female left heading in the same direction as the male.  The female returns at 7:00am and 
continues eating until 7:33am.  She then moved up to the upper north launch limb and perched there until 9:04am when 
the chick arrived.  Below is a screen shot from the video of the eagle sitting on the upper north launch limb. 

 
 
 
She joined the chick in the nest and both ate from the earlier catch until 9:15am when the chick flew away.  Mom 
continued eating until 9:24am and then flew away. 
 
Dad arrives at the nest at 10:35am and eats until leaving at 10:39am.  Below is a screen shot from the video of Dad at the 
nest. 
 

 
 
12:13pm – The young eagle arrives at the nest.  She eats until 12:31pm and then leaves the nest.  Below is a screen shot 
from the video of the chick getting ready to leave the nest. 



 
 
2:27pm – The young eagle arrives at the nest.  She did not eat or even looked at the food and spent her time looking 
around and left 3 minutes later. 
 
3:50pm – The male arrives at the nest.  3 minutes later, the female flew by the nest but did not land.  The male stayed 
another 2 minutes and left.  He did not bring food, nor did he look at the food.  Like the chick, he just looked around and 
then left after 5 minutes. 
 
5:22pm – Male arrives at the nest.  4 minutes later, the female joins him.  5 minutes later at 5:31pm, the male leaves.  
The female eats some and leaves 4 minutes later.  This was the time when a tornado warning was issued for Webster 
and surrounding towns.  It was cancelled at about 5;40pm.  Below is a screen shot from the video of the two adults at the 
nest. 
 

 
 
7:00pm any activity at the nest will be included in tomorrow’s report. 
 
07/11/2013 – (91 days old- 13 weeks) – The young eagle was in the nest at first light just after 5am.  She was not there 
at last light yesterday evening.  She likely came to the nest early this morning and seemed to be looking for food that did 
not come.  She eventually jumped up on the upper north launch limb where her mother sat for over 2 hours yesterday.  At 
6:33am, the young eagle flew away.  The nest was still empty at 8:35a, it began to rain so hard that it blocked telescope 
viewing of the nest.  Within a half hour, it rained nearly .5”.  Total rain for the morning ended up at .66” 
 
The adults may be moving to a new training phase for the young eagle.  Food was brought to the nest yesterday morning 
but even though both the male and female adults came to the nest on a couple of occasions yesterday afternoon, they did 
not bring food yesterday afternoon nor did they bring any this morning.  This may be a move on their part to encourage 
the young eagle to start hunting for herself or it could be that they want the young eagle to start disassociating the nest 
with food.  She needs to both learn to hunt on her own and to eat the catch herself while perched on a limb.  Earlier 
observations of the adults carrying parcels of food away from the nest may have also been done to teach her to eat while 
perched on a limb.  Both are critical steps she must master before going out on her own.  She was getting very aggressive 
with the adults over food at the nest which may also be why they are decreasing how often they bring food to the nest.  In 
one event yesterday morning, she stole a catch from the male and ran to the opposite side of the nest with it.  The male 
went after her and took it back.  She got the message and move up to a nearby limb and waited until the male left and 
then came down to eat. 
 
While she was slow to fly, she seems to be on or ahead of schedule in other ways.  She has been observed catching her 
first fish, she now knows how to tear food from a catch and feed herself, and she takes off, flies, and lands, with ease, 
grace, and accuracy. 
 



From the video footage where the nest could be seen in the rain, no further visits were made to the nest this morning. 
 
1:10pm – The male arrived at the nest.  It did not appear that he brought in any food.  He seemed to pick at the scraps 
still in the nest, stayed 10 minutes, and left at 1:20pm. 
 
4:19pm – The chick arrived at the nest.  She explored all the spots where she had been seen eating but it did not appear 
that there was much food for her.  She was observed picking at things but the tearing action that is usually seen was not 
going on.  She stayed 13 minutes and then left the nest. 
 
Ernie called about 6:00pm and said that the young eagle was sitting in a pine tree about 50yds from the nest.  With the 
binoculars, I was able to see where she was but limbs prevented a clear view for the video equipped telescope.  He 
indicated that she had been there since about 5:30pm.  She may have been sitting there hoping that the adults would 
bring food to the nest.  Ernie also reported that he has often seen the adults flying down toward the cedar swamp area.  
He also thinks that they cross I-395 and go into the area where the blue herons nest.  They have favored that area for a 
couple of years not and it is certainly possible that they have either a nest or a protected roosting area where they are 
better protected from severe weather. 
 
The actions observed on the video footage suggest that the adults did not bring any food to the nest today.  
 
A review of video footage up through 6:30pm did not show any actions at the nest after the 4:19pm visit by the young 
eagle. 
 
Note: I plan to keep monitoring the nest with video footage but will only issue reports if special events take place.  I will 
publish the log section every few days to a week depending on how much activity has been seen.  The key actions going 
forward will occur away from the nest as the young eagle learns to eat while sitting on limbs, hunt for herself, probably 
have some tiffs with her parents, and ultimately leaves.  All of these actions are much more random in terms of when and 
where they occur.  I will be happy to collect and publish reports sent to me by others and I will be spending my spare time 
watching for any actions that occur in my viewing area. 
 
Sections 1 thru 19 sent earlier ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Eagle Watch Log – Section 20 
 
Linda reported: 
“I went by the island on our boat last night around 7:45 p.m. and took this photo of the young eagle.  She was sitting in a 
tree a few trees over from her nest.  I just saw the video you sent of her flying into and out of the nest.  It is amazing you 
can get such clear videos from so far away.  We enjoy reading your eagle logs and look forward to your next one.  They 
are so interesting and informative.  Thanks!”  Linda 
 
Below is the photo she took of the young eagle: 



 
 
 
07/12/2013 – (92 days old- 13weeks ‘Ma Band #7P’) –There were no further visits to the nest last night before dark after 
the 4:19pm visit. 
 
Ernie reported on seeing the young eagle last night:  I saw the young eagle on that same tree from 4:42 PM till sunset and 
I could still see her in the tree at 8:45PM.  She seemed to be settling in for the night.  She did fly off the tree once about 
7:45PM circled around, may have landed in the nest but was back at the same tree within a few minutes.  She landed on 
one of the branches with a lot of bushiness to it and could be seen some times and sometimes not.  She would open her 
wings and jump around a bit then settle down. She did jump around to your side of the tree and up a few branches almost 
to the top.  8:15PM she was back on my side in the bushy branch and stayed there till 8:44Pm when it was too dark to see 
anymore. 
 
5:09am – The young eagle is not giving up on wanting breakfast at the nest.  Between 5am and 6:15am, she visited the 
nest 3 times.  Each time she sat looking around while calling out.  She looked in the nest for food by clearly did not find 
any and went back to looking around and calling.  She first came at 5:33am and stayed 13 minutes.  She came back at 
5:44am and stayed 3 minutes.  She came again at 6:10am and stayed 15 minutes.   
 
The adults have not brought food to the nest in over 24hrs even though they have visited the nest more than once since 
that time, so clearly they are working on teaching her the next step in her development.  They must feel that nothing will 
activate the hunting urge like a little hunger.  While she was observed taking a fish, she may have done that less for the 
food then copying actions she sees her parents do.  She has been observed copying many of the actions of the parents 
such as what limb to take off from, perching on the same limbs the parents perch on, pulling food off a catch, etc., so her 
action of taking a fish may have been a copy as well.  She may not have identified it with what she needs to do to get food 
and that may be what the parents are not trying to teach her by not bringing food to the nest. 
 
8:46am – The young eagle again returned to the nest looking for food.  It tried to pick over anything that was there but 
soon gave up and sat calling.  On this visit, she stayed 8 minutes and then left the nest. 
 
9:51am – The male arrives at the nest with more food.  16 seconds later the young eagle arrives.  The male stays only 2 
minutes and then leaves.  The young eagle began eating and ate until 10:25am and then just lay down in the nest and 



stayed there until 10:38am when the male arrived with more food.  The male stayed 30 seconds and then left.  The chick 
ate some and then just perched on the rim of the nest until it flew away at 10:57am. 
 
11:48am – The female arrives at the nest.  8 seconds later, the young eagle arrives.  It seems the young eagle does not 
want mom to eat any of “its” food.  Mom backs off and sits while the young eagle picks at the catch but with all the eating 
she has done this morning, it seems her actions are more intended to keep mom from getting the food.  Finally mom has 
had enough and moves over and takes the catch and moves to the opposite side of the nest and begins eating.  The chick 
moved up to the south launch limb and sat and watched her.  Mom left the nest at 12:15pm.  The young eagle left 4 
minutes later. 
 
Below is a screen shot from the video of mom taking the catch and moving it to the other side of the nest.  Mom in on the 
right and the young eagle is to her left.  You can see the fish hanging from her beak. 
 

 
 
There were no further actions at the nest until late afternoon. 
 
4:54pm – The Female arrived.  She stayed 4 minutes and left.  At 6:06pm, the male arrives.  He stays 9 minutes and then 
leaves.  There were no further actions at the nest before dark. 
 
Ed submitted the following report:   
“On Fri, 7/12, we spotted one of the bald eagles with the chick circling Cobble island at 1:08 PM.  The adult landed at their 
old nest location there for three minutes, but the chick did not, therefore heading back towards their current nest.  The 
adult then flew away at 1:12 PM in the same direction as the chick.  Evidently, the chick did not feel comfortable going 
there but the adult was trying to entice the chick to land there.”   
 
Ernie submitted the following report: 
“These are random looks for the eagles today 7/12/13. 
Whenever I was on my deck I looked at the pine tree 50 yards south of the nest that is hard for you to see any activity 
going on. 
12:42 PM Chick in the tree 
12:48 PM Adult in the tree 
1:19 PM Adult in the tree 
1:28 PM Adult in the tree 
4:02 PM Adult & Chick in tree (I have pictures) 
5:31 PM Chick alone in tree 
6:02 PM Chick alone in tree 
6:25PM Chick alone in tree” 
 
Ernie forwarded the following email that he received from Sheri: 



 
“We just saw her on the roof of the "brown lots of windows" house on the South Pond channel. It's very windy and I 
wonder if she can't make it back to the nest.” 
 

 
Above is a screen shot from the video of the young eagle on the north launch limb just before she flew off at 8:11am on 
7/13. 
 
07/13/2013 – (93 days old- 13weeks ‘Ma Band #7P’) 
 
6:06am – The young eagle flew in and landed on the upper north launch limb.  She sat there several minutes and then 
moved down to the nest and picked briefly at the remaining food but kept looking around and calling for the parents to 
bring a food delivery.  She stayed there until 6:49am and then gave up and was observed flying up toward Goat Island 
probably to tell dad to get off his perch and get hunting because she wanted something to eat.  She then flew back to the 
nest and arrived at 7:02am and stayed there and continued looking around and calling. 
 
7:40am – Dad arrives at the nest with food.  He lets the young eagle take the food and he leaves 1 minute later.  The 
young eagle spends the next 30 minutes pulling food from the catch and eating.  She flies from the nest at 8:11am. 
 
Note: I have tried to stop using the term “chick” because, as several observers I have talked to, pointed out.  “She is big!”  
“She is hardly a chick any longer!”  “She looks fully grown!”  After thinking about their comments, I felt that she probably 
moved to the next level when she made her first flight. At that point, she was no longer a child.  She is now a teenager.  
She is still in school, still needs the support of her parents, but she is becoming increasingly independent.  Thus, she is 
now a “young eagle” or an “immature” eagle as the scientists would call her.  She will remain so until the feathers on her 
head turn white which will be 2-3 years from when she hatched.  Soon, she will be old enough to start her first job which 
will be to hunt and provide food for herself.  She has started hunting but still needs food help from mom and dad.  Her 
second job will be to leave and go out and explore the world, which will be followed by selecting a home, finding a mate, 
and starting a family. 
 
11:33am – The young eagle arrives at the nest and eats from the morning catch.  She leaves the nest at 12:25pm.   
 
12:50pm – The adult female flies in and perches on the upper north launch limb.  She stays there just over a half hour 
and then flies off at 1:24pm. 
 
It seems that a trend of nest visits is developing where the morning are active, with much less activity in the afternoons, 
and evenings. 
 
6:30pm - No further activity since 1:24pm. 



 
Sections 1 thru 20 sent earlier ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Eagle Watch Log – Section 21 
 
T
	

here was no further activity at the nest between 1:24pm and when it got dark. 

Ernie sent the following report regarding activity he saw from his west view of the island: 
“7/13/13 - Here is today's random eagle log. 
5:33am young eagle in tree 50 yards south of nest (on my way out the door to go drive ski boat) 
12 noon young eagle in tree 50 yards south of nest with one of the adults 
2:32 pm young eagle in tree 50 yards south of nest with one of the adults  
3:05PM young eagle in tree 50 yards south of nest with one of the adults 
3:20 PM young eagle in tree 50 yards south of nest with one of the adults 
4:45 PM young eagle in tree 50 yards south of nest with one of the adults 
6:07 PM young eagle in tree 50 yards south of nest no adult 
8:36 PM young eagle in tree 50 yards south of nest no adult (looks like she is roosting there for the night as 
she did on 7/12)” 
 
07/14/2013 – (94 days/13.4 weeks old ‘Ma. Band #7P’) 
 
7:01am - There was no activity at the nest from 5:00am until the male eagle arrives at 7:01am, landing from the north.  
The young eagle arrived 3 seconds later landing from the south.  Based on Ernie’s reports, it is likely that she is sitting in 
the tree he refers to and can quickly make the trip to the nest when one of the adults arrives at the nest.  The male did not 
bring food.  He leaves 14 seconds after the young eagle arrived.  The young eagle spends most of her time looking 
around.  She also picks over what was left in the nest from yesterday and flies away at 7:26am. 
 
9:14am – The young eagle lands on the south launch limb.  After a few minutes, she moves down into the nest and again 
picks at the leftovers, but continues to spend more of her time looking around.  She leaves the nest at 9:38am.  
 
Below is a screen shot of her on the south limb.  Notice that some of her tail feathers are now white.  The tail feathers, 
under body, and wings, take on a mix of dark and white feathers at an early age but she will not develop the white head 
feathers until she is 2-3 years old. 
 

 
 
12:01pm – The young eagle arrives at the nest.  She picks at the leftovers, looks around a lot, and keeps calling out.  
Mom arrives at 12:11pm.  Mom does not bring food.  She perches and looks around.  At 12:40pm, mom jumps down and 



picks at the leftovers and at 12:45pm, leaves.  The young eagle leaves less than one minute later.  This is the last time 
they were seen at the nest for the rest of the day.  The temp was over 90 degrees and the nest is in the sun so they may 
have perched in a shaded area for the rest of the day. 
 
07/15/2013 – (95 days/13.6 weeks old ‘Ma. Band #7P’) – Forecasted to be another day over 90 degrees.   
7:20am:  Mom flies in and perched on the north launch limb.  The young eagle arrives 6 seconds later and lands on the 
same limb beside mom.  The young eagle hops down into the nest, picks at the leftovers, and then leaves at 7:38am.  
Mom then hops down and picks at the leftovers and then leaves at 7:58am. 
 
9:25am – The young eagle arrives, looks for food, and sits looking around and squawking.  At 9:31am, she jump up onto 
the north launch limb and flies away at 9:35am. 
 
10:16am – Mom arrives at the nest.  She keeps looking around and leaves at 10:23am.  
 
10:38am – Mom again arrives at the nest.  She picks at the leftovers, and leaves at 10:44am. This is the last activity at 
the nest until late afternoon likely due over 90 degree temp and direct sun on the nest. 
 
4:31pm – The young eagle arrives and lands on a limb that none of the eagles landed on before.  She seemed to have 
problems with her wings hitting the branches.  She is finally able get out of there and jumped over to the south launch 
limb.  She then jumps down and picks at the leftovers in the nest.  She leaves at 4:43pm.  The would be the last activity at 
the nest for today. 
 
07/16/2013 – (96 days/13.7 weeks old ‘Ma. Band #7P’) - Another day forecasted to be over 90 degrees. 
 
6:09am – The male eagle flies in with a food catch.  The young eagle arrives 2 minutes later and eats.  The male sits on 
the north launch limb for a while and flies off at 6:43am.  The young eagle leaves at 6:48am. 
 
7:39am – A crow was seen flying into the nest.  It stayed about 3 seconds and flew away. 
 
9:38am – The young eagle arrives.  She picks over the leftovers and then perches on the rim of the nest and looks 
around and squawks.  She leaves at 9:58am. 
 
There was no further action at the nest for the rest of the day. 
 
07/17/2013 – (97 days/13.9 weeks old ‘Ma. Band #7P’) – Another hot 90 degree day forecasted. 
 
The young eagle arrived at the nest at 5:51am.  She sat and kept looking around for one of the adults to bring food.  At 
6:07am dad was observed flying up to the nest with a catch.  He stayed at the nest less than a minute and left.  The 
young eagle stayed and ate.  She left at 6:37am. 
 
There was not further activity at the nest until 1:11pm when the young eagle visited the nest.  She stayed less than 1 
minute a flew off. 
 
There was no further action at the nest up to when it got dark. 
 
Linda Wildes sent the photos she took of the young eagle and its mother.  This is the first picture I have seen with the 
young eagle together with one of the adults away from the nest area. 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 
 
Sections 1 thru 21 sent earlier ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Eagle Watch Log – Section 22 
 
 07/18/2013 – (98 days/14 weeks old ‘Ma. Band #7P’) – Today is forecasted to be one of the hottest days of the year so 
far and is expected to reach the low to mid 90s.  Activity at the nest seems to have decreased in the hot weather.  The 
eagles are often spotted sitting on limbs that are in the shade. 
 
The young eagle arrived at the nest at 5:51am.  She spent all her time sitting and looking out and squawking for the adults 
to bring food.  They did not and she left at 5:57am and flew toward the east along the northern part of the south pond 
shore line. 
 
At 6:30am, the adult male was observed catching a fish in the south pond cove where the state boat ramp is located.  He 
flew toward the east with the catch.  It was not brought to the nest, nor did the young eagle return to the nest. 
 
At 7:00am, the adult female was observed flying up from the cedar swamp area of south pond and flew up to the nest.  
She looked around and 3 minutes later, she flew off.  She dived behind the island and did not re-appear which suggests 
that she flew down to her favorite perch limb in the shade. 
 
The young eagle arrived at 7:31am and ate.  She left the nest at 7:54am. 
 
At 9:11am, the adult female visits the nest.  She looks around and stays 4 minutes and leaves at 9:15am.  She seemed to 
be looking for food.  She visited the nest again at 10:32am and stayed 3 minutes. 
 
Looking at the behavioral patterns over the last 4-5 days, it seems the nest is only being using for early morning feedings.  
If other feedings are taking place throughout the day, they are happening away from the nest.  It may be due to the hot 
weather but very little activity takes place at the nest after 10 am.  Likewise, the nest is no longer being used as a roosting 
or perch place by the young eagle.  She seems to have adopted mom’s favorite limb on northwest side of the island which 
located near but below the nest,  It is shaded all day long, plus it affords a good view of the middle pond area and all but 
one of the commonly used approach flight paths to the nest. 
 
 
No further action around the nest was observed for the rest of the day.  The eagles most likely are staying away from the 
nest once the sun is up because of the very hot weather and the nest being exposed to full sun.  The eagles stay close by 



but are spending their time in the shade.  The observation data below indicates they are in fact spending their time in the 
shade. 
 
Ernie submitted the following observation information: 
“Here are my casual observations from the last few days. 
In all cases I am referring to the pine tree with few branches missing near the top and approximately 50 yards south of the 
nest tree. 
 
7/14 Sunday 
5:30AM  Adult in the top of the tree 
12:14 PM Adult in the top of the tree 
3:51 PM  Young eagle in tree 
7:42 PM  Young eagle in tree 
 
7/15 Monday 
4:51PM No Eagles 
6:11 PM  No Eagles 
7:39 PM No Eagles 
 
7/16 Tuesday 
12:08 PM  Young eagle in tree 
12:57 PM Young eagle in tree 
1:11 PM Young eagle in tree 
1:41 PM  Adult in the tree alone 
1:59 PM Adult in the tree alone 
 
7/17 Wednesday 
5:30 AM  No Eagles 
8:03 AM No Eagles 
2:19 PM  Young eagle in tree 
5:16 PM  Young eagle in tree 
6:32 PM Young eagle in tree 
 
7/18 Thursday 
1:39 PM No Eagles 
Casually looking at the tree and area around tree while driving grandchild and her friends around south pond tubing I saw 
no eagles in the tree.  I did see one of the adults being chased/harassed by a very small bird as the adult flew from the 
island west over the water then northwest over Point Breeze. 
This was around 5:30PM” 
 
07/19/2013 – (99 days/14.1 weeks old ‘Ma. Band #7P’) – Today is forecasted to reach temperatures nearing 100 
degrees in places.  I expect the eagles will be very quiet.  We shall see. 
 
This morning, the young eagle made several visits to the nest looking for food.  She visited at 6:03am(for 1 minute), at 
6:54am(for 7 minutes), at 8:12am(for 1 minute), at 8:14am(for 2 minutes).  
 
Around 6:45a, one of the adults was observed flying along the southern shore of middle pond heading to the north east.  
About 7:00am, the young eagle and one of the adults were seen flying around the north eastern part of south pond.  The 
young eagle seems more comfortable with this area then the adults have in the past.  The adults were seldom see on the 
east side of south pond. 
 
8:17am – The male arrives with food.  The young eagle arrives seconds later and takes the food from the male.  The male 
leaves.  Seconds later, the female arrives and sits and watches the young eagle eat and leaves 2 minutes later.  The 
young eagle eats and leaves at 8:27am. 
 
No further nest activity for the rest of the day.  The heat index reached 104 degrees in our area so it is very likely that the 
eagles stayed out of the sun all day. 
 
07/20/2013 – (100 days/14.2 weeks old ‘Ma. Band #7P’) – Another very hot day similar to yesterday is forecasted.  It 
was over 80 degrees at 8am.  The heat wave is forecasted to break late this afternoon as a front moved though.  The front 
is likely to bring high winds and thundershowers as it moves through but will bring cooler weather.  The 10 day forecast 
starting tomorrow is for highs in the upper 70s and low 80s vs. the 90 to 100 degree temperatures we have been seeing. 



 
It was a very foggy start to the morning which prohibited early video coverage of the nest.  It has been a very quiet 
morning at the nest.  The young eagle flew in at 8:03am an perched on a high limb above the nest.  She stayed one 
minute and left. That is the only nest activity through 4pm.  I did see a couple of the eagles flying around the northeast 
shore of south pond heading east around 6am but it was very quiet around the nest today.   
 
There was no further activity observed around the nest for the rest of the day and up to dark in the evening. 
 
07/21/2013 – (101 days/14.4 weeks old ‘Ma. Band #7P’) – The weather is much cooler this morning with 70 degrees at 
7am.  The weather front did not bring any rain to our area but it did lower the forecasted temperature 10-15 degrees which 
the eagles are sure to like.  The forecast for the next week is for cooler weather with highs in the low 80s. 
 
The female was last observed perched on the tallest tree on the island just before 6am.  She has been spotted there 
several mornings over the last week.  She leaves when the sun starts to come.  This perch point affords her a view of all 
of south pond and up into middle pond.  She used this perch when the young eagle was a baby because it provided her a 
view of the nest and is not very far from the nest.  It gave her and the young eagle time on their own during that period. 
 
The video did not reveal any visits to the nest this morning between 5am and noon.  This may indicate a new phase in the 
development of the young eagle.  Yesterday, she visited the nest only for a minute in the morning and there were no other 
visits for the rest of the day.  This is the first day that no visits were made to the nest.  Clearly, this indicates that feeding 
by the young eagle is now going on away from the nest. 
 
I have received a second report indicating that the young eagle was again observed catching a fish and flying away with it 
so it looks like her hunting skills are now progressing.  In the late afternoon, I did see and eagle flying from the northeast 
part of south pond toward the island.  It dipped and caught a fish and flew into the channel and behind the island.  I did not 
have my binoculars at the time and could not tell if it was an adult or the young eagle. 
 
Eagle Watch Log – Section 23 
Sections 1 thru 22 sent earlier ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
07/22/2013 – (102 days/14.6 weeks old ‘Ma. Band #7P’) –  I have not seen any of the eagles this morning.  There have 
been no visits to the nest and I have not seen them perched anywhere or flying around.  It looks like the nest is no longer 
being used by them. 
 
There were no visits to the nest and I did not seen the eagles around at all.   
07/23/2013 – (103 days/14.7 weeks old ‘Ma. Band #7P’) –  It rained heavily early this morning with 1.06” by 8am. 
 
Ernie Benoit reported: “I was out on our pontoon boat with my wife and a friend this afternoon about 2PM(7/22). 
We had just left the dock and were about 100 yards or less heading south east from our dock and one of the adult eagles 
had a skirmish with a gull over a fish right in front of us.  The gull dropped the fish and the eagle went after it in the water 
and didn't get it.  The gull went in right after the eagle and didn't get it either.  The eagle was then being harassed by 
some small birds and flew west south west towards 395 with the small birds following.  Last I saw of them today.” 
 
Linda Wildes reported:  “I just got home from work(7/22) and set up my big binoculars. I do not see any eagles out there. I 
was home quite a bit this weekend and left my binoculars set up and I never saw any of the three eagles. I was quite 
surprised because the young eagle has been sitting in her favorite tree on my side of the island every day. This is the 
same tree that she and her mother sat in together when I took those pictures of them. It is in the shade and I have seen 
them there daily. I have not seen the young eagle since Friday morning when she flew by my window.  With all of the boat 
traffic out this weekend maybe they found a new place that is quiet and is in the shade. Hopefully somebody will spot 
them soon.”  
 
Although their behavior has changed, they remain in the area.  With somewhat cooler weather, we had a lot of boat traffic 
including a couple of larger and very noisy style boats that were brought in for the weekend.  It may be that the eagles 
moved off to a quieter place.  There are a number of wetland swamp areas that they have been seen flying to and from in 
the past.  It is possible that they moved there to get away from all the boat and jet ski noise in the channel by the island. 
 
Opinion: The state should impose restrictions that requires all boats using great ponds have exhausts that come out 
under water to help muffle the noise.  Boats with exhausts coming out above the water are simply designed to make extra 
noise and should have no place on the lakes of the commonwealth. 
 
I have not included links in this report to the two videos that I created so below are those links. 
 



07‐16‐13 Eagle Nest Action.mp4  
07‐19‐13 Eagle Nest Action.mp4  
 
6:51am – Observed the adult female landing in the top of the tallest tree on the island.  She stayed until about 7:25am 
and then left.  She seemed be enjoying the rain. 
 
Received update from Linda.  She reported seeing the young eagle in a tree on the island.  This is the first sighting of her 
since last Friday morning.   
 
9:56am – The young eagle arrived at the nest.  She picked over the leftover food in the nest and flew off at 10:03am. 
 
I looked for the eagles numerous times throughout the day but did not spot any of them. 
 
7:10pm – Ernie Benoit called to tell me that I should be able see one of the adults perched on the tree off the point of land 
to the southwest of the nest.  It was the adult female and she was being pestered aggressively by two birds to the point 
where she was ducking her head when they dived on her.  She finally gave up and flew down past Ernie’s house toward 
the cedar swamp area at the bottom of the cove. 
 
The video footage shows that other than the 7 minute to the nest by the young eagle at 9:56am, no other visits were made 
to the nest today by any of the eagles. 
 
It is possible that the behavior change signals the point at which the young eagle can hunt for it food and feed itself.  The 
adults may staying away from the nest to force the young eagle to make the transition to hunting for and feeding itself.  
The female adult has been spotted a couple of time in the trees where she perched in the past to keep an eye on the nest 
but neither she or the male has visited the nest since Thursday the 18th.  Reviewing my observations noted at that time, it 
is now clear that I was observing the beginning of the current behavior change.  I observed a fish being caught by the 
male but it was not brought to the nest.  The adults did visit the nest on that day but they did not bring food to the nest.  
There have been two separate reports of people observing the young eagle catching a fish.  The last report also indicated 
that they could see the fish being carried by the young eagle after she caught it.  At this point, my conclusion is that the 
young eagle has graduated to feeding itself and the nest is not longer the focal point of the territory for the family. 
 
The young eagle is now nearing 15 weeks of age.  Now that the young eagle can hunt and feed itself, the bond between 
the adults and the young eagle will continue to weaken.  If the norm holds true, she will stay around the existing territory 
for another 5-8 weeks and will then leave the territory and begin her 2-3 year exploration and while most eagles will settle 
within maybe 250 miles from their birth place, some have been located over 1000 miles away.  Being female, she is more 
likely to settle further away then the males typically do.  Her first winter will be one of her greatest challenges with about 
50% of young eagles dying before they are one year old.  Starvation, getting wounded or killed in a fight, or getting hit by 
cars are among the highest risks she will face.  
 
Ed Wentland reported: I spotted one of the adult eagles on Tues., 7/23 twice sitting at the top of the north end of Goat Id., 
once at 9:00AM and again at 11:33AM.  It probably caught more fish than me. 
 
Eagle Watch Log – Section 24 
Sections 1 thru 23 sent earlier ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
07/24/2013 – (104 days/14.9 weeks old ‘Ma. Band #7P’) – A sunny and warm day is forecasted. 
 
Just before 7am, I observed one of the adult eagles flying over the nest area heading toward the cedar swamp area in the 
southeast cove of south pond. 
 
Video review indicates that no visits were made to the nest all day long. 
 
07/25/2013 – (105 days/15 weeks old ‘Ma. Band #7P’) – This morning brought a big change in temperature starting out 
in the 50s with a forecast for a high in the low 70s. 
 
The eagles were very active this morning.  They clearly liked the cooler weather.  All three eagles were observed flying 
around.  The adults were observed flying around the islands in middle pond and down toward the cedar swamp area in 
south pond.  They flew past but did not come to the nest. 
 
5:30am - The young eagle spent much of her morning around the nest.  Around 5:30am, she was observed bringing a 
catch to the nest and she spent about a half hour eating it.  Her behavior while at the nest was quite different than in the 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B_qIW72IzIUZWDZQR1N6SUpfZGs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B_qIW72IzIUZTFdzeEdSbnRBekU/edit?usp=sharing


past.  She seemed to be more content by herself and while the adults flew past within her view, the just glanced at them 
and went back to her eating suggesting that the bond between the young one and her parents is beginning to weaken.  
After she finished eating, she moved up to the upper north launch limb and sit there for well over an hour.  She then flew 
around the local area for several minutes as if to enjoy the cooler air and the increased lift that it provided to her.  She 
returned to the limb briefly and then flew and landed on the roof of the house with all the windows.  She perched on the 
roof for about a half hour and around 8am, she returned to the limb near the nest and stayed there until after 9am when 
she flew away. 
 
Below is a picture submitted by Linda Wildes.  She saw the young eagle flying around the island area this morning and 
took her camera outside and captured this great picture. 

 
 
 
 
Below is a screen shot from the video of the young eagle on the roof of the house with a lot of windows. 



 
 
While she spent most of the morning near the nest, her behavior seemed to suggest one of independence more so then 
her seeking security.  She was not constantly trying to spot her parents.  She brought her own food to the nest, ate it, and 
spent the time by herself.  Even when the adults flew within range, she ignored them.  It seemed as if her presence at the 
nest was more about the nest being her base in her territory and less about security as she has exhibited in the past.  The 
absence of the adults at the nest might be an indication that they are starting to encourage her to roam on her own which 
would the final training step preparing her for leaving the area, and she is starting to use the nest as her base to begin that 
process. 
 
12:35pm – The male arrived at the nest.  He just checked things over but did not eat.  The young eagle flew in and landed 
on the upper north launch limb 8 minutes later at 12:43pm.  The male left 30 seconds after the young eagle arrived.  The 
young eagle stayed on the limb and did not go down into the nest.  It flew off at 12:56pm. 
 
Ed Wentland reported: While out fishing earlier today, 7/25, we spotted the young eagle circling the narrows between so. 
and middle ponds at 8:43 AM. It circled around for a good ten mins., and we took the attached two pictures.  At 9:04 AM, 
we saw the female eagle fly off of a tree located at the south end of Goat Id.  She was very close to us(no picture,- sorry).  
The young eagle did not appear to be concerned about us, as we were right below it. 
 
4:15pm – The adult female was observed perched in the tallest tree on the island.  She was still there at 5:29pm.  She is 
likely sitting out the rain as it has rained most of the day with heavy rain at times with 1.4” so far. 
 
Linda Wildes reported: “I wanted to let you know that the mother and daughter are still spending time together. They have 
been sitting in the same tree for the past hour on and off.  At 4:30 they were together and then the mother left.  Right now 
the mother is there but the daughter left.  You should be able to see the mother.  She is sitting on top of the tallest tree on 
the island.  They have been a few branches apart but in the same tree. It is nice that they still want to be near each other.” 
 
Ernie Benoit reported:  “Casual log so far this week. 
7/21saw no eagles 
7/22 saw no eagles 
7/23 Tue -12 noon no eagles - 5:10pm Parent fly to south tree - 5:27pm parent in tree - 5:43pm parent in tree  " 
7/25 Thur - 2:27 PM Parent on top of tree (lots of rain) - 3:41 PM Adult and young eagle in tree. Adult on top of tree young 
eagle 5 or so branches down from top 
 
Eagle Watch Log – Section 25 
Sections 1 thru 24 sent earlier ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
07/26/2013 – (106 days/15.1 weeks old ‘Ma. Band #7P’) – Rainy morning this morning with .19” so far by 8:30am on top 
of yesterday’s rains which produced 1.51”. 
 



5:50am - The young eagle was observed flying around the island area and testing her hovering skills over the tree with 
the nest.  The winds were out of the north which for the first time since she started flying and this required a different 
approach to the nest.  She landed on the north launch limb and stayed less than 5 minutes and then flew.  Like yesterday, 
she did not go down into the nest and she was not looking around for the adults or looking for food in the nest.  The wind 
was fairly strong and when she flew, she circled the area a couple of times and then flew down behind the island probably 
to perch on a lower limb to get out of the wind. 
 
8:34am - The adults have not been observed so far this morning.  The young eagle flies in and perches on the north 
upper launch limb.  She stays 6 minutes and flies off at 8:40am. 
 
9:40am – The young eagle arrives with food.  She lands on the south launch limb.  She repositions her catch in her claw 
and then jumps down into the nest with it and proceeds to eat her catch.  She finishes eating and leaves the nest at 
9:57am.  Based on the change in her behavior, it is clear that she now is hunting for her own food and feeding herself.  
Her interaction with the adults has completely changed.  She is no longer aggressive with them and she does not sit at the 
nest and search for them or squawk for them to bring her food.  She has been reported perched on limbs near the mother.  
The male seems to spend more time on his own and is seen less often. 
 
11:46am – The adult female flies in and lands on the south launch limb.  She stays two minutes and flies away. 
 
11:58am – The young eagle arrives and lands on the upper north launch limb.  She sits for 4 minutes and flies away. 
 
There were no further visits to the nest up through 5:30pm. 
 
07/27/2013 – (107 days/15.3 weeks old ‘Ma. Band #7P’) – This morning started off very cool with heavy fog.  The 
forecast is for temps to reach the mid 80s. 
 
7:30am – Observed the adult female approaching from the middle pond area and perching on top of the tallest tree on the 
island.  She stayed a couple of minutes and then flew to one of her usual tree locations at the tip of land to the southwest 
of the island.  I have not seen the male or the young eagle around so far this morning.  Below is a screen shot from the 
video of the adult female in her tree perch of the point. 
 

 
 
The female left the tree at 7:49am and flew down toward the cedar swamp area.   
 
Based on video review, there has been no activity at the nest today by any of the eagles. 
 
There has been some wondering that since the eagles seem to spend quite a bit of time in the cedar swamp area, they 
might build a nest there for next year.  That area is connected with a Blue Heron rockery located just across I-395 from 
the cedar swamp area.  I don’t know if the eagles and the herons would nest in close by areas.  The attraction to the 
eagles would be a quieter area where boats and people don’t go. 



 
07/28/2013 – (108 days/15.4 weeks old ‘Ma. Band #7P’) – A cool start to the day with a forecast of 80 degrees for today.   
 
There have been no visits to the nest  today, and I have not spotted any of the eagles today but there was a sighting of 
the young eagle as reported below. 
 
Ron Kokernak reported: “I saw the eaglet yesterday (Sunday) sitting on the edge of George Dumas roof (9 Bates Grove 
Road) looking out over the lake....Fred Healy & his brother also saw him.....he stayed there for a long time, so he must 
feel pretty comfortable around here.” 
 
07/29/2013 – (109 days/15.6 weeks old ‘Ma. Band #7P’) – There have been no visits to the nest today.   
 
I did see one of the eagles fly through the opening to middle pond at about 5:37am and disappear behind the island.  I am 
not real sure but it looked like it was the young eagle.  
 
A front moved through about 3pm and it put down .35” of rain in about 15 minutes. 
 
4:05pm - Observed one of the eagles flying from over the Point Breeze area.  It flew down toward the cedar swamp area 
and out of my view.  I was not able to tell which eagle it was. 
 
Eagle Watch Log – Section 26 
Sections 1 thru 25 sent earlier ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
07/30/2013 – (110 days/15.7 weeks old ‘Ma. Band #7P’) – No visits were made to the nest by the eagles today.  The 
weather was about 80 degrees and lower humidity.   
 
One of the eagles was observed flying along the south shore of middle pond around 8am.  Not able to identify which eagle 
it was. 
 
07/31/2013 – (111 days/15.9 weeks old ‘Ma. Band #7P’) –  Just before 7am, one of the adult eagles was observed 
flying northeast along the south eastern shore of middle pond. 
 
7:30am – Observed the young eagle flying around the island.  After a few minutes, is she landed on a limb very close to 
the nest.  She then flew into the nest, looked around briefly and flew away.  A couple of minutes later, she landed on the 
upper north launch limb and perched there until 8:03am when she flew away. 
 
I could not help wondering what was going through her mind.  Just a few short weeks ago, she would have been focused 
on taking that huge step to make her first flight.  Now she is free to fly when and where she wants, she has learned to 
hunt for her own food, and she is no longer preoccupied with where her parents are.  
 
She has to be starting to wonder what is beyond the territory she has now become familiar with.  Yet her roots are still 
strong enough that she is again drawn to visit the nest where she spent the first 12 weeks of her life.  There seemed to be 
calmness and confidence about her this morning as she perched on the limb next to the nest.  She has come a long way, 
but she still has the challenge of learning to survive on her own through her first winter, and avoiding any perils that could 
kill her or leave her too injured to survive on her own over the next 3-4 years until she picks a mate and settles in a 
territory of her own.   
 
She will be leaving us in just a few short weeks to embark on her journey.  We will miss her but at the same time we will 
be happy for her and know that while she graced us with her presence, she made history as the first eagle to be born at 
Webster Lake in at least many decades, and she will be a symbol of the restoration of the eagles on our lake, and 
hopefully she will provide the same accomplishment for the territory she ultimately settles in. 
 
Below is a screen shot from today’s video of the young eagle on the north launch limb next to the nest. 
 



 
 
9:00am – The young eagle was observed perched on the peak of the house with a lot of windows. 
 
Linda Wildes reported:  “I had yesterday off so I was able to enjoy two of our eagles.  You probably have on your video 
the baby "attempting" to sit on the tallest tree on the island in the morning.  She watched her mother sitting there many 
times and tried to sit on top of the tree herself.  She flapped her wings a few times but was unable to balance herself on 
top of the tree.  She then flew off towards our house and soared over middle pond and then flew away. 
 
At 2:30 we went out for a boat ride and encountered the male eagle.  I hadn't seen him for a while.  He was sitting on top 
of the tree at the end of Strip Island.  He is so much smaller than the female so I know that it was him.  I was able to get a 
picture of him on top of the tree and then he flew away right by our boat.  I am attaching several pictures of him flying.  
The last five pictures were taken with the camera set to burst mode at 12 frames per second.  It is fascinating to see the 
eagle's wings in their full range of motion.  I thought you would enjoy seeing these”.  Linda 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 
08/01/2013 – (112 days/16 weeks old ‘Ma. Band #7P’) – Another beautiful day forecasted with a weather change to rain 
over night. 
 
5:30am - There had been no action around the nest this morning but I did capture video footage of the young eagle 
perched on the roof of the house with all the windows across the channel to the west of the nest.  She stayed there until 
6:47am and then flew out of view behind the trees. 
 
Below is a screen shot from the video of the young eagle on the roof. 



 
 
10:00am – Went for a boat ride.  Took the camera.  Was not able to spot any of the eagles anywhere.  While out on the 
boat, I took a good look at the cedar swamp area in Bates cove on south pond.  All the trees in the water are very short 
and would not likely be eagle nest targets.  However, just behind the swamp, there are tall trees on the peninsula where 
Point Breeze is.  They are protected from the north and west and are open to the southeast and east and would likely be 
good nest targets were the eagles to build a second nest.  The negative might be that any nest in that area would be close 
to the heron rockery which is just across I-395 from the swamp area.  Another observation is that so far, our eagle pair 
has shown a preference for building their nest on an island with their first nest on Cobble Island which was destroyed by a 
storm, and the second nest which produced the current offspring on Little Island. 
 
 


